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LINDSAY GEORGE LUCAS 


Song Christmas 
Lucas 


the bright holly decking the ceiling, 
Now the green mistletoe hangs from the walls, 
And the glad bells their bright carols are pealing, 
With their sweet melodies filling the halls. 


sing song that rhythmic and rollicking, 


Full exuberance, joy and delight, 
happy children a-frisking and frollicking, 
Cheeks that are ruddy and eyes that are bright. 


Let the dark shadows sunshine banished, 
Let the bright spirits fill every dark place. 
Now every trouble and sorrow has vanished 
And laughter and merriment light every face. 


chime, bells, chime! 
glad Christmas time. 
And lo, every heart made joyful, sublime! 


American Foundation for the Blind 


Annual Meeting Trustees 


URSUANT written notice 
required the By-Laws, the 

Annual Meeting the Board 
Trustees the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind was held the 
22nd day October, 1924, 10:30 
A.M. the offices the Foundation, 
Hartford Building, Union Square 
West, New York, 


There were present: 


Migel 


Herbert White 
Latimer 
Olin Burritt 
Wm. Ziegler, Jr. 
Bramlette 
Miss Mary Hun 
George Meyer 


constituting quorum the Trus- 
tees the meeting. 
Hayes, Robert Irwin and Walter 
Holmes were also present. 

Mr. Migel, President the Foun- 
dation, acted Chairman the 
meeting and called the same order, 
and Mr. Hayes acted Secretary 
pro tem the meeting. 

The Chairman stated that letters 
messages regret not being able 
present the meeting, had been 
received from Dr. Robert Babcock, 
Arthur Bostwick, Chas. Brown, 
Edward Chamberlain, Mrs. Homer 
Gage, Chas. Lindsay, Wm. Fel- 
lowes Morgan, Felix Warburg. 
The Chairman reported the resigna- 
tion Dr. Joseph Nate Director 


Nation-Wide Service 


General the Foundation, which 
resignation took effect Jan. 1924. 

The minutes the last annual 
meeting the Board Trustees 
(held October 30, 1923) were ap- 
proved and accepted mailed the 
Trustees. 

The minutes the Annual Meet- 
ing the Foundation held Water- 
town, Mass., June 26, 1924, were 
approved and accepted mailed 
the Trustees. 

The President then gave detailed 
report concerning the past, present 
and future activities the Founda- 
tion, which report was accepted and 
outline ordered filed with the 
records. 

The Treasurer then submitted and 
read financial report Sept. 30, 
1924, which was accepted and ordered 
filed; also auditor’s unified report 
Sept. 30, 1924, was presented and 
ordered filed, and copies ordered 
mailed the Trustees. 

was then announced that this 
was the first meeting the Trustees 
the Foundation following the an- 
nual meeting the Foundation 
proceed the election officers 
serve for the ensuing year. The fol- 
lowing were then duly nominated— 


Migel 
Vice-Pres. Miss Prudence Sherwin 
White 


Olin Burritt 


Secretary 


The above nominations were duly 
seconded and, the vote being taken, 
the above persons were unanimously 
elected officers the Foundation, 
hold office for the ensuing year. 

motion duly seconded and 
unanimously adopted, the trustees 
then ratified and approved all acts 
the Executive Committee the 
Foundation date. 

The following Trustees were then 
duly nominated and unanimously 
elected the Executive Committee 
the Foundation, serve for the 
ensuing year: 


Migel 

Miss Prudence Sherwin 
Herbert White 
Olin Burritt 

Latimer 


The Chairman then presented 
tentative Budget for the year 1925. 
This was analyzed and discussed. 
Mr. Burritt moved that this Budget 
additional $2500 for Scholarships, 
which motion was duly seconded and 
carried. The Budget amended was 
then adopted motion Mr. Ziegler 
and seconded Mr. Latimer, and 
copy the Budget was ordered 
filed with the records. 

correspondence with each mem- 
ber the Board Trustees was 
resolved that the Executive Committee 
empowered make any changes 
the Budget considered desirable 
the Committee, provided the Budget 
figures not exceeded.) 

Mr. George Meyer then called 
the attention the Trustees the 
Foundation’s responsibility regarding 
Public School classes for the blind 
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and partially blind. 


said there 
were many ways which the Foun- 
dation could helpful public 
school supervisors and teachers 
assisting them develop ways and 
means making their work more 


effective. Mr. Latimer moved that 
was the sense the meeting that Mr. 
Meyer’s suggestions this report 
followed the Director Re- 
search, and that Mr. Meyer ap- 
pointed committee one col- 
laborate with Mr. Irwin making 
study public school departments 
for the Blind with view finding 
ways which this work may 
strengthened. Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Burritt then presented memo- 
randum Scholarships, and mo- 
tion duly seconded Mr. Burritt’s 
report was accepted and returned 
him for redrafting and presentation 
the Executive Committee. 
motion duly seconded, Mr. Geo. 
Meyer was elected member Mr. 
Burritt’s Committee Scholarships. 

Mr. Irwin then gave short talk 
regarding his European trip. 

Mr. Irwin’s report the work 
the Bureau Research, and Mr. 
Hayes’ report the work the 
Bureau Information and Publicity, 
were accepted mailed the 
Trustees previous the date the 
meeting. 

Miss Helen Keller, Mrs. Macy and 
Miss Thompson called during the 
meeting, which time Miss Keller 
gave inspiring talk regarding the 
development the Foundation. 

After some discussion, the 
meeting adjourned. 

Hayes 
Secretary pro tem. 


Plants Europe 


Tour Investigation Braille Printing 


for the blind have 
evinced much interest the 
recent investigations the 

Research Department the American 

Foundation for the Blind the field 

Braille embossing. The Committee 

which has been studying the problem 

how reduce the cost and im- 

prove the methods Braille emboss- 

ing recommended August 4th that 
immediate steps taken publish 

method. That say, the Com- 

mittee recommended that henceforth 

Braille books printed both sides 

the page instead one side, 

has been the practice the past. 

This method printing materially 

reduces the bulk and weight Braille 

books and many respects cuts down 
the cost production. Since the 
interpointing method Braille em- 
bossing has been vogue Europe 
for many years, was deemed highly 
desirable that careful study made 
European plants with view 
giving American embossers the bene- 
fit the long experience the other 

side the Atlantic. Accordingly, 

generous friend the American 

Foundation for the Blind, who has 

been watching this study carefully, 

made this step possible, and Aug- 
ust 19th committee consisting 

the American Printing House for the 

Blind, Bryan, Manager the 

Howe Memorial Press, and the Di- 


rector Research the American 
Foundation for the Blind, started for 
England. After carefully investigat- 
ing the British plants the Committee 
went France, Germany, Austria and 
Italy. During the five weeks which 
the members this investigating 
party spent the other side, they 
scrutinized very carefully nearly every 
plant importance Europe. 

The two largest European printing 
houses for the blind are that main- 
tained the National Institute for 
the Blind London and that sup- 
ported the Permanent Blind Re- 
lief War Fund Paris. These two 
plants are comparatively well financed 
and admirably organized. The plant 
the Craigmillar school Edin- 
burgh though small, interesting be- 
cause the fact that practically every 
employee blind deaf. Its equip- 
ment rather limited but run- 
ning maximum capacity which 
makes the quantity its output com- 
pare favorably with some larger es- 
tablishments. 

The well-known Valentine Hauy 
Association conducts small printing 
plant but owing limited funds its 
output not large formerly. 
The Committee was much interested 
the size the books published 
the Valentine Hauy Association. 
These books use page containing 
but twenty-three letters the line 
and twenty-three lines the page. 
The Valentine Hauy books are for 


il 


the most part bound paper. These 
two facts make them seem quite like 
pocket editions when compared with 
the huge volumes produced most 
the American plants. 

The plants visited Germany were 
those Marburg, Hanover, Steglitz, 
near Berlin, and Leipzig. The Ger- 
man plants are suffering for lack 
funds. The depreciation the old 
German currency worked havoc with 
the endowments some the rich- 
est institutions that country. The 
German plants, however, are all doing 
good work. 

While every plant Germany, 
other countries, contributed more 
less information real value 
the investigating party, the Com- 
mittee was particularly interested 
unique method printing found 
Leipzig. that plant process 
has been developed which dispenses 
with the metal plate. 
paper film used for setting steel 
type. While this process still 
its experimental stage the members 
the Committee were convinced that its 
progress deserved careful watching. 
Some persons Germany and Austria 
believe that this method will revolu- 
tionize Braille printing. does not 
adapt itself the rotary presses used 
America, but platen presses the 
results are admirable. Every dot 
uniform height and there ab- 
solutely possibility the dots 
one side the page being damaged 
while dots the opposite side the 
page are being made. Braille pub- 
lished Germany highly contracted. 
comparison makes Grade Two 
look very simple. 

There are but two small plants 
Austria, both located Vienna. 
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These two plants were hard hit 
the depreciation Austrian currency 
and are not doing great deal 
work. They are, however, doing some 
good interpointing the conven- 
tional European method. 

Those familiar with the technical 
aspects Braille embossing will 
interested know that the Na- 
tional Institute for the Blind 
London and the Permanent Blind 
Relief War Fund Paris, printing 
done dry paper under heat. 
The Craigmillar establishment prints 
dry paper with cold press. The 
other plants Europe use moist paper 
cold press for permanent ma- 
terial with the exception Marburg. 
Marburg printing done moist 
paper with hot press. 

There were certain outstanding fea- 
tures which characterized the Euro- 
pean plants and distinguished them 
from most those America. 
Europe practically every plant recog- 
nizes certain obligation employ 
blind workmen whenever possible. 
Plants like that Edinburgh and 
the Valentine Hauy Association seem 
regard the employment feature 
their publishing concern having 
importance nearly equal that the 
production books. The emphasis 
upon the value such printing houses 
employment establishments for the 
blind would seem make strong 
appeal those contributing toward 
the support the institution. con- 
ducting any printing house for the 
blind with large proportion blind 
employees, the question how 
supply copy the plate makers 
serious one. the National Insti- 
tute for the Blind this met hir- 
ing reader for each blind machine 
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operator. the Permanent Blind 
Relief War Fund Paris books are 
read into the dictaphone sighted 
persons and the stereotyping machine 
operators use dictaphones much the 
same way typists this coun- 
try. Two readers this way supply 
thirteen blind stereotypers with copy. 
Germany stereotyping machine 
has been invented which can oper- 
ated with one hand. This enables the 
blind stereotyper read hand trans- 
cribed Braille copy with the left hand 
while manipulating the keyboard with 
the right. 

Another feature the European 
publishing situation which impressed 
the Committee was the number 
Braille magazines. England there 
are dozen more, including semi- 
weekly newspaper, labor magazine, 
musical journal and several other 
magazines appealing various groups 
and various phases interest. There 
are several magazines published 
France, Germany and Austria. 
Some them are news journals, some 
are devoted problems connected 
with work for the blind, others are 
musical their interest still 
others appeal the general blind 
public who wish short stories and cur- 
rent articles political, social 
scientific import. 

The Committee was also profound- 
impressed with the importance 
hand-transcribing the other side 
the water. most instances this 
volunteer work, supervised paid 
persons. other instances the hand- 
transcribers, well the supervisors, 
are paid employees. Marburg there 
are many paid hand-transcribers work- 
ing their homes. Leipzig, 
the other hand, there are several paid 


hand-transcribers who meet Frau 
Lomnitz’ establishment and work 
regular hours the same way 
other clerical force operates. The 
European libraries depend for the 
bulk their titles upon hand-trans- 
cribers. the National Library for 
the Blind London, for instance, the 
titles hand-transcribed books out- 
number the titles machine made 
books several hundred percent. 
The most discouraging feature 
hand-transcribed work the fact that 
many hours labor must ex- 
pended upon the production 
single copy book, which the 
nature things can serve but 
limited number readers. Garin 
Paris has worked out method 
which hand made books can satis- 
factorily duplicated. The plant known 
Roue Paris the head- 
quarters association hand- 
transcribers who are working their 
homes paper plates which are 
treated certain process which 
makes possible strike off from 
fifty two hundred copies much 
the same way books are printed 
this country from brass plates. The 
investigating committee convinced 
that hand-transcribers this coun- 
try would well adopt the French 
method. Doubtless, Yankee ingenuity 
will find ways improving the proc- 
ess that Braille writer instead 
tablet and stylus may used. 
This seems one the brightest 
rays hope which has yet been shed 
upon the dark problem how fur- 
nish the blind with adequate sup- 
ply embossed literature. 

For the benefit those interested 
the technical details the sub- 
ject, extended report this in- 
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vestigation process prepara- 
tion the Committee. Some experi- 
mentation must carried out before 
definite recommendations can made. 
therefore may months before 
the report will available. should 
said, however, that generally speak- 
ing the Committee opinion that 
embossing plants this country 
should, soon possible, put them- 
selves readiness two-side 
printing. Much machinery for 
this purpose must obtained from 
Europe. Inasmuch the machines 
must made order and since im- 
portation from abroad slow proc- 
ess best, will probably nearly 
year before the production inter- 
pointed books important scale 
can undertaken America. 

The Committee also investigated 
the subject embossed map making. 
Very good cardboard 
found the National Institute for 
the Blind London, the National 
Institute for Young Blind Paris 
and those manufactured Frauléin 
Richau, Berlin. interesting set 
diagrams was found Roue, 
made process developed under 
Miss Alice Getty’s direction. This 
process might well used for making 
maps. While there still some dif- 
ference opinion just what 
form embossed map most de- 
sirable, the Director Research was 
favorably impressed with the maps 
formerly manufactured Dr. Kunz 
Illsach Alsace. These are the 
opinion many the best cardboard 
maps ever produced. Unfortunately 
Dr. Kunz died and far were 
able ascertain one with the pos- 
sible exception members his 
family knows how made the plates 


from which the maps were printed. 
These plates were carefully studied, 
however, and the members the 
Committee have 
which they wish try out which may 
enable obtain results comparing 
favorably with those Dr. Kunz. 
The Research Department the 
American Foundation will have more 
say upon this subject later. 

The time the disposal the 
Committee was limited and the 
number printing houses scheduled 
visit was large that the members 
the Committee found little time 
look into other aspects work 
for the blind Europe. The Di- 
rector Research, however, did get 
some general impressions 
esting facts regarding education and 
employment the blind which may 
constitute material for future articles 
the Fortunately also 
the members the Committee were 
able form personal acquaintances 
with those prominent work for the 
blind the various countries visited, 
and some these persons have been 
good enough promise prepare 
articles upon their particular fields for 
the benefit the readers. 

One cannot conclude this brief re- 
port the Committee’s investigations 
without expression appreciation 
the cordial hospitality shown the 
members the Committee work- 
ers for the blind every country 
visited. exception, the mis- 
sion was given every possible assist- 
ance those charge the in- 
stitutions called upon. Busy men did 
not hesitate give the mission their 
‘undivided attention throughout the 
entire day for several days suc- 
cession. The Committee returned 


America tremendously impressed with 
_the fact that barriers political 
boundaries and language not 
interfere the least with the brother- 
hood those engaged the work 
enabling the blind live useful and 
happy lives world where sight 
presupposed. Our philosophy and 
our methods may differ but the prob- 
lems which must confront are 
the same. Workers for the blind and 
the blind people themselves every- 
where feel that they not know 
enough about how the common prob- 
lems confronting are being at- 
tacked other countries. could 
not help feeling that the time right 
for international conference 
work for the blind. remains only 


The Radio 


forecast our last issue, the 
Foundation, co-operation with 
the American Radio Associa- 

tion, the Christian Herald, radio pub- 
lications and newspapers throughout 
the country, launched, November 
the sixth, campaign provide funds 
with which place radio receiving 
set the home every blind person 
throughout the United States, who, 
desiring such set, yet unable 
meet the cost its purchase. 

The expense running the cam- 
paign has been met donations from 
private individuals, therefore 
money received during the campaign 
will used for the purchase radio 
sets. 

order secure the best radios 
possible, committee experts has 
Onthis 
committee there member the Bu- 
reau Standards, Washington, 
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for some one propose the right 
plan and put behind enough energy 
and enthusiasm carry through. 

The Director Research wishes 
take this occasion express 
appreciation the co-operation 
the American Printing House for the 
Blind and the Howe Memorial 
Press, who generously loaned their 
managers for this two months’ tour 
investigation. wishes express 
also his appreciation the unsparing 
effort and singleness purpose with 
which Superintendent Bramlette and 
Manager Bryan devoted themselves 
this study. Without just the kind 
service which these men gave 
the investigation the expedition could 
not have succeeded. 


Campaign 


Though the Foundation and its co- 
operating publicity mediums will take 
the responsibility for raising these 
funds, have the assurance the 
local organizations for the blind that 
they will assist seeing that the 
sets are allotted the proper persons. 
The Foundation must also depend 
the local organizations for the blind 
tion. 

far possible, the Foundation 
will follow its established policy 
dealing with individual blind people 
through the local associations for the 
blind. 

will some time before know 
what funds will available. The 


Foundation will appreciate the 
local organizations will begin the 
preparation list persons who 
should receive the sets, and submit 
the list us. 


The Helen Keller Endowment Fund 


for the 
American Foundation for the Blind 


order insure the perpetuity the national work 
for the benefit the blind, has been deemed im- 

perative that endowment fund established, 
sufficient maintain the minimum activities this 
organization. 

the American Foundation for the Blind embodies 
dream which has long been cherished Miss Helen 
Keller, she and Mrs. Macy have consented devote their 
time and energies assisting with the endowment fund 
campaign. 

The campaign under the direction committee 
men and women nation-wide reputation, which 
Dr. Henry van Dyke chairman. Efforts will made 
every large city this country enlist friends and 
obtain contributions toward the endowment This 
will done principally through the medium mass 
meetings which will addressed Miss Keller, Mrs. 
Macy and others. 

The Foundation wishes impress upon its friends 
the fact that such national campaign depends for its 
success upon the active co-operation workers for the 
blind every community. 

representative the Foundation will call upon 
workers for the blind each community, several weeks 
advance Miss Keller’s visit, order perfect 
arrangements for the meetings. 

The Foundation will all cases guided the 
judgment those charge local organizations, 
order that the best interests all may served. 


William Fellowes Morgan 


ILLIAM FELLOWES 

New Yorker. Born Staten 
Island, son 
David Pierce and 
Caroline Fellowes 
Morgan, 
ceived his aca- 
fessional educa- 
tion New 
his business and 
philanthropic in- 
terests here and 
married Miss 
Emma Leavitt 
this city. 

the age 
twenty, Mr. Mor- 
gan received his 
bachelor arts 
degree from Col- 
umbia University, 
and, four years 
later, gradu- 
ated mechanical engineer from 
Columbia’s School Mines. 

young man, Mr. Morgan was 
member the Seventh Regiment, 
National Guards New York, and 
1884, was appointed member 
General Ward’s staff—first brigade. 
For two years, from 1905 1907, 
was member the General As- 
sembly New Jersey. 

Mr. Morgan’s business interests are 
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many and varied, and 
thropic affiliations are potent. 
member the American Associa- 
tion for the Ad- 
vancement 

Science, mem- 

ber the New 

York Academy 

Sciences and 

also Delta Psi 

man. For four- 

ciation New 

him its presi- 

dent, and for six 

years was 

honored member 

the alumni 

trustees Col- 

umbia University. 


the present 
time, Mr. Mor- 
gan trustee 
the American College Beirut, 
Syria; and Wells College, Aurora, 
New York. president the 
National Committee for the Preven- 
tion Blindness, and trustee the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 
Mr. Morgan has been trustee the 
American Foundation from 
ginning its organization. are 
fortunate his active interest and 
friendship. 
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Blind Dictaphone Operators and Typists the 
United States and Canada 


The Pioneer Blind Dictaphone Operator 


OppyKE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


FANNIE OPDYKE 


FTEEN years ago the field 

dictaphone operating presented 

the blind worker problem not 

unsimilar that which greets the ex- 

plorer who undertakes conquer 
untracked wilderness. 

one had gone that way before. 


well-defined trail lay ahead. 
tangible evidence indicated the dan- 
gers and pitfalls the untried way. 
single weapon existed with which 
meet any eventuality that might 
arise. That weapon was the courage 
great conviction, the conviction 
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that way could made through the 
wilderness and out into the open 
veldts beyond, where the peace and 
plenty lucrative industry awaited 
those who should follow after. 

Like all true explorers, Fannie 
Opdyke, pioneer dictaphone operator 
the East, took the weapon 
her courage and proceeded beat out 
path for herself. the 
New York State School for the Blind 
Batavia, Miss Opdyke undertook 
work dictaphone operator the 
office the reporter the Condem- 
nation Court New York City, be- 
fore she had ever seen dictaphone. 
She commenced eight dollars 
week, with the understanding that in- 
creased efficiency would 
creased salary. With knowledge 
the detailed and involved techni- 
calities legal documents, with in- 
sufficient training and meagre assis- 
tance, Miss Opdyke determinedly 


mastered her New York job and 


for six years. 

decision try new fields led her 
accompany friend Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, where they together ad- 
ventured public stenographers for 
two years. 1917, Miss Opdyke 
obtained her present position with the 
legal department The Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Railway Com- 
pany Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
She transcribes all the correspondence 
and legal papers for the company’s 
three lawyers, and writes that she 
finds the work congenial and easy. 

Between Miss Opdyke’s first at- 
tempts the New York court re- 
porter’s office and her present success, 
there lies the path through the un- 
tracked wilderness pioneer days. 
Valiant and true, she discounted the 


difficulties that were everywhere 
around her. Will not some you 
who read this article take your 
weapon courage and adventure 
forth into hitherto untried paths? 
Who knows what rich and beautiful 
country may open before you? 
Who knows what unguessed army 


workers may follow after? 
Win. 


Conviction and Hope 


HANRAHAN 
McKinlay, Stone Mackenzie, New 


gladly join you any message 
encouragement you may send 
those blind persons who are thinking 
taking dictaphone work.” 

Such message carries conviction 
and hope, does from one 
who daily dictates blind dicta- 
phone operator. indicates satisfac- 
tion with the particular operator and 
belief the ability trained blind 
workers meet the requirements 
dictaphone operating general. 


BEATRICE HANRAHAN 
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Miss Beatrice Hanrahan em- 
ployed the firm McKinlay, 
Stone and Mackenzie, New York pub- 
lishers, and her work 
satisfactory. During the slow season 
work, Miss Hanrahan turns out 
forty fifty letters day, but dur- 
ing weeks rush, the average letter 
output seventy eighty per day. 
She regards tabulating and the es- 
timating and adjusting margins 
the chief technical difficulties for 
the blind dictaphone operator, but 
fike many another operator, she has 
faced these difficulties and overcome 
them. 

Miss Hanrahan advocates much 
preparatory practice letter form 
and construction, and believes that 
unusual and technical terms should 
introduced early the 
period. 

The following letter tells how Miss 
Hanrahan’s work is.regarded one 
her dictators. 


McKINLAY, STONE 
MACKENZIE 
New York 


Dear Miss Hanrahan: 


gladly tell you how greatly ap- 
preciate the excellence dictaphone 
work you have done and are doing 


for me. Without your aid should 
have put many hours one- 
handed work typewriter. 

The letters you write are neat 
every way those written those 
who can see. You never need use 
eraser. This shows that losing 
your sight has wonderful degree 
increased your accuracy touch, 
spelling, and punctuation, and has 
certainly given you remarkable 
keenness hearing, for you seldom 


misinterpret even singular for 
plural. 

What you have done for yourself 
this particular direction should 
inspiration those who are blind, 
and have doubt but that you 
have, similar degree, developed 
other faculties. 

gladly join you any message 
encouragement you may send 
those blind persons who are thinking 
taking dictaphone work. 

Grateful you for your expert 
work. am, 


Yours sincerely, 


Qualities Which Make for Success 


Luce 
St. James Hotel, Denver, Colorado 


When first became blind some 
fifteen years ago, regarded loss 
irreparable calamity, principally 
because thought would have sit 
idleness and relinquish all that had 
formerly made life happy—work, 
friends, loving home service and the 
many pleasures had enjoyed. 

had never heard any success 
attained the blind, and the future 


LOTTIE MACLEOD LUCE 
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was indeed dark me. had been 
the public stenographer one the 
leading hotels Denver for several 
years and the loss the position 
loved well caused the deepest pain 
and anguish, but finally consented 
put substitute place, with 
the understanding that should return 
when again able work. 

began familiarize myself with 
the keyboard the typewriter, for 
had not been touch operator. 
great joy, was soon able write 
touch. knew that confidence my- 
self would win the confidence the 
public and make success the busi- 
ness. few months returned 
position the hotel, convinced 
that could the work, and the years 
success which have followed have 
proved that was not mistaken. 

purchased the best standard single- 
key typewriter the market and be- 
gan work for accuracy and speed. 
practiced all day long for months 
and even years, criticizing work 
severely, each day seeking for higher 
speed and perfection. Practicing con- 
tinuously did, found diffi- 
culty doing the regular work that 
came and which was easily taken 
the machine direct dictation. 

Early the autumn 1917, went 
Washington, C., join the army 
war workers. Soon after, se- 
cured position public stenog- 
rapher leading hotel Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, near the White House. 
was this pleasant office for about 
three years, and then returned 
Denver. was great pleasure 
while Washington meet many 
officers and enlisted men our army 
and navy from all parts the United 
States, well officers and repre- 


sentatives the allied countries, who 
came office prepare their 
contracts, specifications, 
ters, etc. While missed the sight 
their vari-colored uniforms and 
insignia rank, found compensa- 
tion taking their dictation and the 
friendly talks and kindly expressions 
appreciation for which none was 
too busy hurried. 

shall always glad that had 
the opportunity meeting many 
Eastern and Southern people during 
the war. found them eminently 
gracious, courteous and kind. 

Shortly after return Denver, 
again opened office the St. 
James Hotel, where present 
located. 

unceasing hard work and constant 
desire please; also the loving 
sympathy, encouragement and appre- 
ciation many and acquain- 
tances. have never entertained the 
thought failure for second, but 
from the start have said: 
not fail.” conscientious 
endeavor invariably leads success. 


The Fastest Operator 
the Company 
LILLIE NELSEN 
Montgomery Ward Company, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 
Miss Lillie Nelsen St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, holds the record the fastest 
and most accurate ediphone operator 
the stenographic and typing de- 
partment the Montgomery Ward 
Company. Miss Nelsen, although re- 
lying entirely her sense touch, 
has set the pace for her co-workers 
for the past four months. She com- 


menced work her present position 
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August, 1921, and although she 
lives hour’s ride away, she has 
never been late. 


LILLIE NELSEN 


MONTGOMERY WARD CO. 
St. PAuL 


November. 


Mr. Charles Hayes, 

American Foundation for the Blind, 
New York City, New York, 

Dear Mr. Hayes: 

have your letter October 
asking for statement Miss 
Nelsen’s qualifications ediphone 
operator. 


Miss Nelsen has been our pay- 
roll since August, 1921. After going 


over her records and talking personal-.. 


with her supervisor, gives 
pleasure inform you that her work 
entirely satisfactory. Among the 
twenty ediphone operators now 
have working she ranks second from 
the viewpoint output and accuracy. 
not allow Miss Nelsen ad- 
dress her own mail, due the fact 
that initials, names, and addresses are 
hard get over the machine. Miss 
Nelsen seems satisfied, and certainly 
causes trouble far the general 
running the office concerned. 


trust that this information com- 
plete enough helpful you 
your work, the result which will 
look forward with interest. 


Yours very truly, 
Theo. Driscoll 


TGD:TS Personnel Manager. 


Fitting the Job 


Maryland Casualty Company 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Some years ago, six-year-old boy 
lay tossing darkened room. 
was the grip one the dread 
child-diseases—measles. the 
little lad recovered from his illness, 
found himself new and dark- 
ened world, from which the sight 
dear familiar faces, much loved play- 
things, and all the varied and ac- 
customed aspect his own small 
nothingness, and their places had 
come seemingly disembodied voices, 
groping for the feel the little 
horse and wagon, instead the ready 
recognition its vivid red gleam, and 
consciousness was born that new 
dangers lurked every corner and 
turn once well-known surround- 
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ings. Paralysis the optic nerve had 
occurred during the illness, and the 
child had become one the followers 
the “dark trail.” 

tive readjustment had commenced, the 
boy was placed the kindergarten 
department Perkins’ Institution, 
Watertown, Massachusetts, from 
which progressed into the regular 
high school course Perkins. 
was particularly fond literary sub- 
jects, and pursuance possible 
future college career, enrolled the 
Lynn Classical. High School, there 
supplement such had al- 
ready accomplished Perkins. After 
two years the Lynn school, was 
ready for college, but ontoward cir- 
cumstances interfered, and turned 


face the problem earning 
daily living. 

While Perkins, Olin Robertson 
had learned use the typewriter, 
and when his college prospects were 
ended summarily, followed 
advice received from the Massa- 
chusetts Division the Blind and 
undertook three months’ course 
speed typewriting the Burdett 
Business College Lynn, where 
also received practice transcribing 
from the dictaphone. the con- 
clusion the three months’ course, 
The Division the Blind was able 
place him dictaphone operator 
the Boston Claim Division the 
Maryland Casualty Company. 
was accepted there experiment 
for three days, for which time 


OLIN ROBERTSON 
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agreed serve gratuitously, but 
the end successful week work, 
was agreeably surprised find full 
pay for the trial days his pay en- 
velope. 

Mr. Robertson has been his pres- 
ent position for the past five years. 
His work the transcription re- 
ports investigations made the 
company’s claim adjusters, and cer- 
tain amount correspondence rela- 
tive such adjustments. 

Concerning the problem placing 
blind dictaphone operator the 
right position, Mr. Robertson says: 

think that the method giving 
and reasonable one, there 
natural uncertainty whether 
not the blind employee can the 
particular work required, and 
necessary for the employee adjust 
himself the office work and the 
office force. enjoy own work 


there considerable variety 


the kinds claims. salary has 
been increased several times since 
commenced working, and now re- 
ceive little more than double the 
amount received when entered the 
firm’s employ.” 


MARYLAND CASUALTY CO. 
October 14th, 1924. 


Mr. Charles Hayes, American 
Foundation for the Blind, Union 
Square West, New York. 


Dear Sir 


Replying your letter October 
beg advise that Mr. Robert- 
son, who has been dictaphone opera- 
tor this office since February, 1919, 
has done, ever since his employment 


us, highly satisfactory work. 
fact, much better than the 
ordinary dictaphone operator who has 
sight that figure that does any- 
where from one and half twice 
much work the operators whom 
have employed and who are able 
see. 

His work the highest quality, 
both regards neatness and speed. 
Very truly yours, 

Epwarp 
Boston Claim Div. 


Winning the Confidence 
Skeptical Employer 


Lessman Practical Business School, 
San Francisco, California 


“Miss Ward see you, Mr. Less- 


man.” The busy executive Less- 


man’s Practical Business School 
looked find frail looking light- 
haired girl standing near his desk. 


MARIE WARD 


— 


She had come apply for the position 
dictaphone operator and typist and 
was highly recommended well 
trained and capable, but—could she 
the work? Mr. Lessman had had 
experience with persons without 
sight and was decidedly doubtful 
the advisability employing blind 
girl. Eventually, decided give 
Miss Ward trial, and the decision 
has not been regretted. 


was employed simply trial,” 
says Miss Ward, “and the first few 
weeks were rather difficult ones, 
was conscious that doubt ability 
existed. Gradually, however, Mr. 
Lessman came have more confi- 
dence me, and now working 
the capacity his secretary. 


first work consisted tran- 
scribing cylinders which came from 
outside firms, and, when any near-by 
concern had overflow work that 
could not handled conveniently 
their own operators, the extra cylin- 
ders were sent the school for tran- 
scription. chief early difficulty 
lay that readily forgot the last 
word written previous interrup- 
tion work. overcame this 
interruption until had placed the 
dictaphone needle immediately after 
the last word. now quite free 
from the inconvenience having 
ask others for last sentence 
word. 

“Dictaphone work can done 
any equipped blind person, 
transcribing and typing are con- 
cerned,” says Miss “The larger 
the place business, the more advan- 
tages there are for the blind worker. 


believe that much can and should 
done strengthen the confidence 
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the business world the ability 
blind persons eminently success- 


ful work dictaphone operators and 
typists.” 


LESSMAN’S PRACTICAL 
BUSINESS SCHOOL 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


November 12, 1924 
Dear Mr. Hayes: 

gives great pleasure reply 
which you ask concerning the services 
Miss Marie Ward. Miss Ward 
was trained practical Dictaphone 
Ediphone work this School, 
and since the completion such 
training about nine months ago, she 
has been serving satisfactorily and 
faithfully. 

The question that naturally comes 
the minds sighted persons 
whether blind persons are adapted for 
office work and whether, given 
opportunity, they will work out 
par with sighted operators. 
these doubting Thomases would 
say: You are overlooking good bet 
you don’t give the blind the con- 
sideration that they deserve. ex- 
perience with Miss Ward that the 
blind are dependable, extremely ac- 
curate their work and produce 
from twenty-five fifty percent more 
work than the average sighted 
Dictaphone Ediphone operator. 

Miss Ward 99.44% perfect 
her work and when you have per- 
son such efficiency your employ, 
you are glad say that her services 
are more than satisfactory and she 
deserving every possible con- 
sideration. She credit those 


who are similarly handicapped. 


Cordially yours, 
Homer Manager. 


Caught, But Not Crushed 


HILLER 
Spencer Trask Company, New York City 


you have ever bought stocks 
the margin, and, with your last 
dollar up, have been caught 
declining market which continued 
down, down, down—until the 
bottom fell out, you may, 
degree, understand the position 
which was placed 1914. 
Although had not been crushed 


ARNOLD HILLER 


had been the 
victim ex- 
plosion which 
had left me, both 
physically and fi- 
nancially, almost 
ready the 
hands the re- 
ceivers. 

the age 
twenty-four, with 
shattered nerves 
and the light 
day blotted out, 
set about the task 
retrieving 
losses. For about 
eighteen months 
tried adjust 
myself the new 
state affairs 
and learn what 
could, which 
ing knowledge 
the end this period, went 
New York, and shortly afterward, se- 
cured position with court stenog- 
rapher. This work did not last for 
long, but gained much valuable ex- 
perience, supplemented later 
course one the local business 
colleges. the fall the same year, 
located with one the large firms 
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investment bankers Wall Street, 
and has been privilege serve 
there for the past eight years. 

have received ample assurance 
that work has been entirely satis- 
factory. From time time, little in- 
cidents have occurred which have 
been source much satisfaction 
me. will mention one these 
order that you may more clearly ap- 
preciate what mean: 

Some time ago, one the bond 
salesmen came rushing into our de- 
partment and asked “Who H.?” 
began feel little uneasy, for 
those were initials and wondered 
something had gone wrong with 
one letters. You may imagine 
relief when said that one 
his best clients had recently received 
from our firm letter, the appearance 
which had impressed him, that 
wished get typewriter the 
particular make which that letter 
had been written. Our salesman was 
informed that all the machines the 
department were the same—Under- 
wood No. 

Based upon own experience, 
would say that any person without 
sight, who has received thorough 
training, should able qualify 
dictaphone operator, provided that 
agrees with Carlyle that man 
born expend every particle 
strength that God has given him 
doing the work finds fit for, 


Three Salary Increases 
Two Years 


The Iron Age Publishing Company 
New York City 


When came New York 
secure employment dictaphone 


operator, arranged for interview 
with Miss Mary Hun, Vice-Chair- 
man the New York State Commis- 
sion for the Blind. Prior coming 
New York, had taken three 
months’ course typing and dicta- 
phone operating the Wendell Phil- 
lips High School Chicago, Miss 
Hun suggested that obtain permis- 
sion practice under the supervision 
Miss Helen Smith, who has charge 
the Typewriting Department 
the New York Association for the 
Blind. Through this 
rangement was able keep 
work par and profit Miss 
Smith’s helpful suggestions. 

February, 1923, month after 
arrival the great metropolis, 
arrangement was made between 
the Commission and 
Company, whereby girls then train- 
ing for dictaphone work were en- 
abled take the prescribed test given 
the Company prospective appli- 
cants for positions. passed the test 
creditably, and the Dictaphone Com- 
pany recommended for the posi- 
tion typist and dictaphone operator 
The Iron Age Publishing Com- 
pany. 

Our company 
trade papers relative iron and steel. 
The Department em- 
ploys about fifty young ladies, super- 
vised Mrs. Julia Allen, most 
capable person, who takes personal 
interest each member the de- 
partment. When Mrs. Allen learned 
that lacked sight, she suggested that 
give the work fair trial, with the 
understanding that eligibility would 
depend solely upon ability put out 
the work and the attitude 
co-workers toward me. 

February, 1925, shall have 
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been here two years. have 
quite home from the first hour, 
and have received genuine and gener- 
ous cooperation from the entire or- 
ganization. thoroughly enjoy 
work and have experienced none 
the nervous strain considered in- 
evitable part dictaphone operating. 
there frequent opportunity 
handle cylinders for various depart- 
ments, the work does not grow monot- 
onous, and the exhilarating company 
bright young girls, together w:th 
the many social activities pursued 
this organization, make surround- 
ings happy and congenial. have 
thus far received three substantial 
raises salary. 

Every blind dictaphone operator 
should figure out little formulae help- 
ful the particular line work. 
early discovered methods tabulat- 
ing, addressing envelopes, quoting 
paragraphs and 
office work. Thus, much time and 
material has been saved. have 
learned regulate the set-up dif- 
ferent kinds letters hearing 
them through, and arranging the car- 
bons while listening dictation from 
the dictaphone. the course 
day’s work our office handles many 
seven varieties stationery, and, 
when one without sight, means 
must devised for discerning the 
kind paper used the dif- 
ferent departments. use 
folio, and insert the paper between the 
leaves, thus separating them. 

Mrs. Allen has solved the problem 
our weekly campaign letters for 
me. The letters are dictated into the 
dictaphone, care being taken men- 
tion the scale point which each 
line begins. This makes the set-up 


form letters matter certainty, 
that one original dictation suffi- 
cient: have the letter proofread, 
copy Braille, and then able 
write indefinite number sim- 
ilar letters. 

The attitude this organization 
toward convincing proof that 
employers are now ready give 
fair trial. Let meet the oppor- 
tunities which they afford us. 


IRON AGE PUBLISHING CO. 
239 West Thirty-ninth Street 
New York 


October 27, 1924. 


Mr. Charles Hayes, 
Union Square West, 
New York City. 


dear Mr. Hayes: 


privilege send you infor- 
mation regarding our blind operator, 
Miss Margaret Foley. Perhaps there 
better way showing her abil- 
ity than open record book and 
give you her production for three 
days this month: 


Dictaphone 


(Cylinders from Letters and 


Date Various Dictators) Envelopes 
October letters—48 env. 
October letters—41 env. 
October letters—43 env. 


These are just days that have 
opened chance and therefore 
want say that there are days when 
her production greater. in- 
stance, one morning not long ago 
picked the work from Miss Foley’s 
desk and she had transcribed letters 
hours. When one considers 
that these letters are average 
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between and six-inch lines, 
carrying two carbons, pink and yellow, 
think that the record one 
proud for any operator even with 
sight, for they are beautifully 
anced the page, the margins wide 
and even. 

Personally think Miss Foley 
inspiration, not only the members 
the department and organization, 
but her good cheer and smiles 
many who call for interviews and 
visits. Her cooperation proved each 
day her punctuality and faithful 
performance all duties that come 


The Crucial Test 


Davip SILLMAN 


Blumenthal Brothers 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


When person makes his 
début into industrial circles “ex- 


MARGARET FOLEY 


her. She the only one this 
neither late nor absent far this 
season. 

The sympathy which may have been 
instrumental engaging Miss Foley 
has been amply rewarded, for she has 
magnificently justified herself which 
proved her presence the list 
with those who are receive early 
increases salary. 


Yours very truly, 
THE IRON AGE, 
Julia Allen, 
Charge. 


traordinary prodigy” “poor 
the scales success are bal- 
anced against him. With due respect 
the prodigy and with consideration 
for the duffer, not hesitate 
say that such début detrimental 
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the opinions re- 
garding the blind, and decidedly 
unfavorable the assimilation the 
blind the world the sighted. 

Heretofore, employers 
tated employ blind workers because, 
their mind, there has been basis 
equalization between the world 
blindness and the world sight. Now 
that the American Foundation for the 
Blind has undertaken act 
equalizer this situation, hoped 
that much misunder- 
standing will thrown into the dis- 
card. 


DAVID SILLMAN 

Concerning dictaphone be- 
lieve that considerable degree 
speed and accuracy are necessary pre- 
requisites, and maintain that the 
preliminary training course ‘should 


include fair amount actual and 
useful work, rather than the hap- 


hazard assortment somewhat ele- 
mentary material that sometimes 
used business schools. Desultory 
practice and unguarded race for 
speed result sense irresponsi- 
bility that difficult shake off 
when serious work begins. 

conversation with young 
man who was taking commercial 
course one the Philadelphia high 
schools, was forcibly impressed when 
told that the advanced classes 
make-believe banks business 
houses are established and genuine 
business procedure observed. Such 
method might advantageously 
employed the advanced classes 
schools for the blind. Each advanced 
class could regarded particu- 
lar department some business con- 
cern, and the various classes could 
conduct correspondence among them- 
selves after the manner depart- 
mental interchange exists large 
organizations. 

actual office experience have 
found the card index system in- 
valuable aid. Necessary information 
written Braille the filing cards, 
which are then filed alphabetically 
the drawer rack. letter filing 
—where carbon copies must filed, 
left hand corner the carbon copy, 
having previously written the needed 
must not forget mention that the 
pasteboard divisions the letter file 
are annotated Braille characters. 

sometimes devolves upon the 
blind secretary solve individual 
problems connected with his particu- 
lar work. broad knowledge busi- 
ness methods and thorough ac- 
quaintance with general office equip- 
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ment aids greatly these circum- 
stances, and obviates the necessity 
seeking information which might quite 
easily have been acquired the ex- 


ertion minimum amount 
effort. 


Ability, training, adaptability and 
courage are the qualities which make 
for enduring success and sighted peo- 
ple have corner their market. 
Many blind persons are more richly 
endowed mentally than their sighted 
contemporaries, and they have 
right expect such recognition 
commensurate with their abilities. 
Ability, not blindness, the crucial 
test. 


BLUMENTHAL BROS. 
PHILADELPHIA 


November 8th, 1924 
American Foundation for the Blind, 


are receipt your letter 
November 6th, reference Mr. 
David Sillman. 


found the above mentioned 
party most excellent taking dicta- 
tion and work; fact, 
consider him wonder it. 
There isn’t the least doubt our 
minds that course very short 
time the blind operators will doing 
some very fine work. Mr. Sillman 
has been able lately his own fil- 
ing, and this was his own idea. 


Assuring you that are only too 
glad give you the above informa- 
tion, remain, 


Yours truly, 


BLUMENTHAL Bros. 


Conquerors 


EAGAN 
Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee 


Miss Sue Parker Eagan now 


successful dictaphone operator 
Peabody College, Ten- 
nessee. 


year before her graduation from 
school for the blind, Miss Eagan 
bought typewriter, and, with the 
aid her brother, acquired sufficient 
knowledge the machine enable 
her use all her personal cor- 
respondence. Typewriting had not 
been included the school for the 
blind from which she graduated until 


SUE PARKER EAGAN 


three months prior her graduation, 
but with characteristic force pur- 
pose, Miss Eagan had proceeded 
make herself conversant with the use 
the tool that she would need for 
her future work. 

Miss Eagan had never used dicta- 
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phone the time her acceptance 
for the work Peabody College, but 
with carefulness and courage, she 
managed make the trial period 
the college develop into permanency. 

Miss Eagan believes that the public 
attitude toward blindness should and 
must changed. Her own words 
are: 


“What the blind need more than 
anything else treated like 
other people. not want 
set off corner ourselves 
not abnormal, are merely handi- 
capped, and handicap 
anced excess ability other 
directions. not overcome the 
handicap and use the ability? can 
done. done every day. Let 


not cringe; rather—let con- 
quer. 


Saves Money 


DuPont Co., Wilmington, Delaware 


Post graduate work the Indus- 
trial Department, following the regu- 
lar course the Pennsylvania Insti- 
tution for the Instruction the Blind, 
enabled Raymond Munis se- 
cure work with the DuPont Company 
Wilmington, Delaware, where 
has been employed stenographer 
since 1918. Mr. Munis entirely 
self-supporting and has been able 
save money. Preparation has been 
the key-note and persistence the theme 
from which success has been evolved 
for Mr. Munis. 


RAYMOND MUNIS 
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Gaining the Goal 


Burritt 


Atlantic Refining Company, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


When the long line seniors filed 
into chapel Pennsylvania Univer- 
sity Commencement Day June, 
1917, Howard Burritt was place 
the line. With the rest his class- 
mates had passed through all the 
various phases college life. With 
them had participated Fresh- 
man frolics, Sophomore pranks, Junior 
“Proms” and Senior suppers. With 
them had faced the rigors ex- 
aminations and the irony profes- 
sors, until, that June day 1917, 
stood with them receive the de- 
gree that his beloved Alma Mater 
was ready confer. The fact that 
Howard Burritt blind had not 
caused him swerve one inch from 
his determination earn his sheep- 
skin. had started out win it, 
and win did. 

Previous his college career, Mr. 
Burritt studied the Pennsylvania 
Institution for the Instruction the 
Blind, and graduated therefrom 
1912. October the year his 
university graduation, entered the 
employ the Atlantic Refining Com- 
pany stenographic assistant the 
sales department. takes dicta- 
tion the Hall Braille Writer and 
efficient and valued worker. Mr. 
Burritt married and buying his 
own home. 


Win Trial—Then Prove 
Your Mettle 


SHAFFER 
Burch, Bacon Denlinger, Attorneys 
Akron, Ohio 


Dictaphone operating presents 
field opportunity blind persons. 
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Aside from being excellent means 
mind developer and character build- 
er, takes one out little shut-in 
world into the larger world indus- 
trial activity, and causes one rub 
elbows with thinking, busy human 
beings. 

those who would become dicta- 
phone operators would say: “Lay 
good foundation upon which build 
for your future success. Acquire 
thorough working knowledge Eng- 
lish, spelling and punctuation. Fam- 
iliarize yourself with letter form and 
construction correct sentences and 
paragraphs. efficient typist. 
Cultivate first class memory and 
avoid having told the same thing 
twice. Having done all these things 
and many more, work prepared 
take advantage every opportu- 
nity that presents itself. Devise ways 
and means doing your own special 
work the most capable way possible, 
with minimum trouble for your 
co-workers. Above all, wear smile 
your lips and carry song your 
heart. friendly with every asso- 
ciate and place your inter- 
est first. 

not say that can any- 
thing that sighted persons can do, but 
maintain that can work out 
many problems for ourselves, 
are afforded average chance. 
not blame possible employer for en- 
tertaining certain amount doubt 
blind person’s ability. Remem- 
ber—he has never seen one work! 
and persuade him give you 
trial, and then prove your mettle. 
not assume that positions are se- 
cured without struggle. own 
case was only sheer perseverance 


il 
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and bulldog tenacity that secured 


week’s trial, and for many weeks 
thereafter felt that employers 
and daily associates regarded 
the light curiosity. The day came, 
however, when won out, and al- 
though first week’s earnings 
amounted only $3.65, present 
salary $20.00 per week. work 
piece basis, and from the beginning, 
have striven for accuracy rather than 
for speed. dictators say that 
spelling about 100%, punctuation 
good, and accuracy 98%. 

Let say other blind girls— 
opportunity everywhere about you. 
Learn recognize it. 


BURCH, BACON DENLINGER 
ATTORNEYS 
Akron, Ohio 


November 10, 1924. 
Mr. Charles Hayes, 
Union Square West, 
New York City, 


Dear Sir: 


reply your letter November 
1924, wish say that Miss 
Marie Shaffer came into our office 
several years ago, direct from in- 
stitution for the blind. 

once put her work writ- 
ing letters, taking her dictation from 
dictaphone. For the first two 
three weeks her progress was slow. 
But she began develop accuracy 
and speed, and few months was 
writing from 100 135 letters per 
day. 

Her work absolutely accurate. 
She entirely satisfied and are 
glad indeed have her our office. 
feel that such little time 
spent getting her started this 


work, amply repaid the efficient 

work she has done for return. 
Very truly yours, 

BURCH, BACON DENLINGER 


Don’t Satisfied With 
the Easy Job 


Haney 
The Cleveland Hardware Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Training important factor 
the work the dictaphone operator, 
whether blind sighted. was 
good fortune trained the Ohio 
State School for the Blind, Columbus, 
Ohio. had the usual grammar and 


high school courses, with limited 
amount instruction typing—not 
with view doing dictaphone work 
—but simply gain the knowledge 


for general use. 

When the idea becoming dicta- 
phone operator occurred me, 
knew that some work must added 
the foundation already had. 
January the twenty-third, 1923, en- 
tered business school, and there pur- 
sued course English, typing and 
spelling. The complete course sup- 
posed take four months, and the 
order pass, one must able take 
dictation the rate forty correct 
words per minute. completed the 
required work little less than 
three months. 

April the sixteenth, 1923, came 
The Cleveland Hardware Company, 
and have been here ever since. 
work has been successful the point 
that there has been criticism, and 
suggestion that not carry 
end the load. 

The path the blind dictaphone 


if 
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operator not easy one, either 
learning the job carrying on. 
the blind who dictaphone 
operating possible field labor 
would say—It possible only 
the man woman earnest purpose, 
who ambitious and determined not 
easily discouraged. These quali- 
ties are essential. 

Much required the teacher 
who attempts train blind person 
become dictaphone operator. Per- 
sonal interest, unfailing patience, 
kindly persistence and exacting 
standard which the work must 
held—all these are the essential quali- 
fications which must possessed 
the successful teacher. was lot 
fall into the hands such teach- 
er, and record work would 
complete without its tribute her. 

After the position has been obtained, 
the crucial test comes with the attitude 
fellow workers. order insure 
proper cooperation between blind and 
sighted workers, necessary for 
the seeing person supervise the 
blind co-worker’s typing, and the dic- 
tator should exercise unusual care 
spelling and pronunciation, particular- 
where unfamiliar words occur, such 
names persons, streets and cities. 
our office have met with such 
uniform kindness and patience from 
the beginning that the established 
feeling being among friends, not 
critics, has gone long way toward 
making work success. 

When finished course, was 
suggested that seek place where 
terms would simple, letter writing 
easy and the number dictators lim- 
ited. When the present opportunity 
came, there was grave doubt 
ability undertake work with man- 
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ufacturing concern employing all the 
phraseology common such work, 
with domestic and foreign correspon- 
dence, and seven men dictating differ- 
ent types letters. Much required 
the way remembering the names 
the thousand and one parts hard- 
ware made our company, and the 
relation which they bear the fin- 
ished article But the satisfaction 
conquering the job and adding 
fund knowledge has more than 
compensated for the effort put forth. 

So—to the blind person seeking 
work dictaphone operator, would 
say: sure your foundation 
and make yourself correct oper- 
ator humanly possible. When 
that done and you have some meas- 
ure confidence yourself, seek 
out work that will require further 
effort. not satisfied with the 
“easy job” but take the hard one and 
master it—the sense satisfaction 
which will come you will worth 
much your mental and moral out- 


{ 
. 
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look life. Most important all, 
keep careful watch yourself. 
allow your failures 
agements come the surface. You 
will gain and keep employment and 
friends only you are happy, content 
your work and appreciative the 
efforts put forth others your be- 
half. Have set you hard task? 
Such one the only kind worth 
attempting. 


CLEVELAND HARDWARE. CO. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 


October 28, 1924 
Mr. Charles Hayes, 
Dear Sir: 


Your letter the Miss 
Bertha Haney has been handed 
me. take from your letter that 
you would like expression from the 
Company whether Miss Haney 
perhaps all that she claims for her- 
self. not know what she has said 
but for the Company want say 
that are very glad have her with 
and that she entirely satisfactory 
every way. She has held her own 
every particular, faithful and 
efficient employee—a very good dicta- 
phone operator. are very glad 
write this letter testifying her real 
worth. 

Yours very truly, 
The Cleveland Hardware Co. 


Charles Adams 
President. 


and Make Your Chance 


FREDERICK TANSEY 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Out-going ships route for Europe 
and Asia; hurrying passengers pur- 


sued gift-laden stewards with their 
burdens “bon voyage” packages; 
telegraph clerks receiving and sending 
messages; messenger boys hurrying 
through bustling traffic; and, behind 
all—a dictaphone operator 
telegraphing orders and consignments 
from his desk the office 
Pierce, Boston firm grocers. Has 
this blind dictaphone operator part 
the activities world commerce? 
Think the train embarrassing 
incidents and possible lost customers 
that would result from error 
his part! Now listen Mr. 
own account his work: 


Company Boston, Massachusetts, 
and have been here since January 
15th, 1923. large grocery 
concern, and import many delica- 
cies from Europe. The Correspon- 
dence Department which work 
allied with the Investigating Depart- 
ment. have large out-of-town 
mail order following, and sometimes 
the order clerks omit articles, include 
wrong items, substitute others. Per- 
haps shipment damaged lost 
transit. all such cases, when cus- 
tomer reports errors damage, 
duty write the letter explana- 
tion apology, and advise the 
customer concerning the adjustment. 
Sometimes long, difficult communica- 
tions are involved. During the sum- 
mer and after the Christmas holidays 
receive the largest number com- 
plaints. 

Orders are sent all parts New 
England and many the large 
cities the United States. Consign- 
ments are often damaged lost, and 
enter claim against the railroad 
express company. write the follow- 
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letter for claim collection. car- 
ing for correspondence, after writing 
letter, the subject matter which 
refers still open further cor- 
respondence, place the letter 
pile similar ones desk, and 
this pile later transferred the 
pending file; the subject matter 
closed, place the letter another 
pile, for later transference the per- 
manent file. have own records, 
care for typewriter and verify the 
sailing dates various ships. 

Many our customers request 
send confectionery, cigars, baskets 
fruit, and many other items their 
ocean-going friends who are sailing 
for Europe Asia. time insuffi- 
cient ship the orders from Boston, 
telegraph dealer high repu- 
tation, near the point sailing, and 
arranges send the order the 
steamer. the only dictaphone 
operator department and have 
but one dictator. The work varied 
and interesting, though involving 
great deal detail. 

hold that there nothing unusual 
about accomplishment. Achieve- 
ment duty. What have done, 
others can do, and say all 
young blind students: “Do not sit 
back and say you have chance; 
out and make your chance.” 


BOSTON 


November 1924 
Mr. Charles Hayes 
American Foundation for the Blind, 
Hartford Building, Union Square 
New York, 
Dear Sir: 
pleasure tell you that 


Frederick Tansey exceedingly 
efficient dictaphone operator. 


quick and accurate and 
possesses keen and retentive memory 
that greatly enhances his value his 
department. 

His spirit very good indeed, and 
rate him considerably above the 
average dictaphone work. 

Incidentally, you may interested 
know that has earned in- 
crease wages which become 
effective today. 


Yours very truly, 
PIERCE CO. 
Hunter, 
General Manager 


How Met Difficulty 


Bowers 

Boy Scout Headquarters, New York 

Remember, the world isn’t waiting 
for you. You are only one thou- 
sands whom our colleges and uni- 
versities send forth year after year. 
you want anything—go after it. 
There are few who realize the weight 
and truth the above thought the 
time their graduation, but, once 
they are “out the world” does 
not take long for the full significance 
the words felt. Their mean- 
ing came with double force, 
when, few weeks after gradu- 
ation from college, came live 
New York—an utter stranger—not 
only the city, but the state. The 
sense loneliness, added sight- 
less condition, made doubly hard 
for obtain work, but was de- 


‘termined “go after it.” 


knew nothing the various or- 
ganizations for the blind, and, when 
did hear them, doubted their 
willingness use their influence 
behalf someone about whom they 
knew nothing, and who, coming from 
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another state, had claim them 
established resident New 
York. made vain attempts secure 
advertisements for dictaphone oper- 
ators; applied various employment 
agencies—all avail. Finally, the 
New York State Commission for the 
Blind sent the announcement that 
test dictaphone operating would 
given the Dictaphone Sales Cor- 
poration. sat for the examination 
and passed it. 

After weeks waiting, the Com- 
mission told prospective open- 
ing and gave opportunity 
gain actual experience 
office work. practiced under the 
supervision the regularly employed 
dictaphone operator the Commis- 
sion. She was herself without sight 
and was thus able understand 
problems and answer questions. 
the end three weeks work 
the Commission office learned that 
the prospective opening was closed 
me, the firm that had promised 
felt that could not afford the ex- 
pense. was indeed discouraged— 
but—I wasn’t going give up. 

Another month passed before the 
Commission told possible po- 
sition office where the Oliver 
typewriter was used. had never 
had experience operating the Oliver 
machine, but did not intend let 
the mere matter unfamiliar type- 
writer interfere with prospects. 
The Commission permitted 
practice Oliver which mas- 
tered. efforts were not vain, 
for the following week became 
quarters office the Boy Scouts 
America. 


first day was filled with the 
general excitement incidental new 
position. first employers and 
fellow workers were almost afraid 
question make suggestions. 
Now—the same attitude shown to- 
ward toward any the other 
employees. splendid spirit under- 
standing was apparent from the be- 
ginning. 
spondence stamped with the date 
and the initials the operator. 
order facilitate matters, was given 
regular date stamp which in- 
itials had been placed. This may seem 
trifling help, but, coming the 
second day after arrival the 
office, was source great en- 
couragement and made feel that 
those under whom was working 
anxious have succeed. 

certain element skepticism was 
revealed about some work, and 
this attitude gave still greater force 
When suggested making own 
enclosures just the other girls did, 
was told: “Oh, there are too many 
enclosures. Just put memo the 
letters and will attend that.” 
When certain form paragraphs were 
asked for proposed that make 
own copy for future just 
write that part the letter that 
dictated and will have one the 
other girls insert the necessary para- 
graph,” was advised. 

understood the spirit which 
these offers assistance were made, 
but did not wish cause any ex- 
ceptions made case. When 
ployers, was given every opportu- 
nity devise ways and means ac- 
complish desired aim—to work 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


absolutely par with the other 
girls. 

The solution the problem en- 
closures was easy matter. used 
Braille indicate the form 
number and purpose the various 
application blanks, well the num- 
ber any accompanying blanks that 
were enclosed with them. 
settled the matter form paragraphs 
easily making duplicates Braille. 

The greatest difficulty experienced 
was the matter names and ad- 
dresses. Various departments have 
their own card catalogues with the 
names and local addresses our 
Scout Executives. there are some 
five six hundred these officials, 
suggestion that make own card 
catalogue was discouraged. finally 
overcame the objection 
cribed complete alphabetically-filed 
state catalogue. This has proved in- 
dispensable. All minor details soon 
adjusted themselves. present 
required ask minimum num- 
ber questions, most which are 
relative information about which 
any operator would have inquire. 

who—without sight—expect 


given place industry, where 
may work equal basis with 
the sighted, must see that the quan- 
tity, quality and efficiency our work 
equal that our co-workers. 
must exert great effort. must 
obtain results. 


BOY SCOUTS AMERICA 


November 20, 1924 
dear Mr. Hayes: 


able tell you and anyone 
else who interested the wonder- 
ful work performed Miss Martha 
Bowers, totally blind dictaphone op- 
erator our employ. Miss Bowers 
has been with since May, 1923, 
and has developed far beyond our 
most sanguine expectations. 

Miss Bowers has been able meet 
all our difficult requirements mak- 
ing enclosures and keeping her own 
record names and addresses 
means her own system, together 
with the Braille System. 


Very sincerely yours, 
BOY SCOUTS AMERICA, 
HUNT. 


List Blind Dictaphone Operators and Typists 
the United States and Canada 


NEW YORK 

American Foundation for the Blind.......... New York 
Bowers, Martha ..... Boy New York 
Breiter, Edward E...Educators’ Association New York 
Foley, Margaret ....The Iron Age Publishing Company.......... New York 
Gillette, Nora York State Commission for the Blind...New York 
Hamilton, Agnes ....Fidelity and Casualty Company.............. New York 
Hanrahan, Stone and Mackenzie.............. New York 
Hiller, Arnold ......Spencer Trask New York 
Keator, Grace ...... New York Association for the Blind......... New York 
Kuchler, Albert ..... Bonyuge and Gerber—also employed Sidney 

Ormsby Company, Law Reporters........... New York 

OHIO 
Billow, Ruth ....... Akron Society for the Blind................ Akron 
Eaglen, Hazel ...... The Tropical Paint and Oil Company........ Cleveland 
Grafton, Cuma ...... The Union Trust Company............... Cleveland 
Grim, Frances ...... Burt Manufacturing Company................ Akron 
Haney, Bertha ...... The Cleveland Hardware Company........... Cleveland 
Haske, The Sheets Elevator Company............... Cleveland 
Ohio State Commission for the Blind......... Columbus 
McQuirk, Margaret..S. Maxwell Cleveland 
Norris, Isabel ....... The Cleveland 
Shaffer, Marie ...... Burch, Bacon and Denlinger................. Cleveland 
Ohio State Commission for the Blind........ Columbus 
Westfall, Mary .....National Cash Register Company............. Dayton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

United Shoe Machinery Company............ Boston 
Crompton and Knowles Loom Works........ Worcester 
Goulloud, Edna ..... State Reformatory for Women............... Sherburn 


Holmberg, Arvid Rubber Company 


City 
City 
City 
City 
City 
City 
City 
City 


City 


City 
City 


Kennedy, Annie May. London Guarantee and Accident Company.... Boston 
Kimball, Eleanor ....London Guarantee and Accident 
McGill, Marie ....... Walworth Manufacturing Company...... Boston 
Risser, Mary .......Babson Statistical Wellesley Hills 
Robertson, Olin ..... Maryland Casualty Boston 
Walsh, Anna ........ Division the Blind, Depart. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Bannon, Alice Maud.International Correspondence School......... Scranton 
Burritt, Howard B...Atlantic Refining Company....... 
Chamberlain, George.R. Dun and Philadelphia 
Kelly, Genevieve ....Scranton Correspondence School............. Scranton 
Stevens, Wesley .... Pennsylvania Association for the Blind....... Pittsburgh 
ILLINOIS 
Anderson, Clara ....Montgomery Ward and Company ............ Chicago 
Crawley, Johanna ...Name Firm not Chicago 
Deutsch, Etta ....... Name Firm not Chicago 
Melcher, Augusta ...Name Firm not Chicago 
Nedell, Ruth ........ Montgomery Ward and Company............ Chicago 
Peterkin, Susie E....Montgomery Ward and Company............ Chicago 
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Sirvotka, Mary ...... Chicago-Rock Island Railroad................ Chicago 
Slovinsky, Celia ..... Chicago 
Montgomery Ward and Company............ Chicago 
Valentine, Pauline ..Name Firm not Chicago 
CALIFORNIA 
Deckard, Everett ....The John Manville Company................ San Francisco 
Decker, Edward ....Name Firm not San Francisco 
Hartman, Clorinda ..Baker, Hamilton and Pacific Company........ San Francisco 
Lambert, George Exchange San Francisco 
Ward, Marie ....... Lessman Practical Business School........... San Francisco 
MINNESOTA 
Hake, Bessie May Reserve Minneapolis 
Nelsen, Lillie ....... Montgomery Ward and Company..... St. 
TENNESSEE 
Eagan, Sue Parker ..George Peabody College for Teachers........ Nashville 
WISCONSIN 
Cornell, Blanche ....Phoenix Knitting Company.................. Milwaukee 
O’Connell, Eleanor American Appraisal Milwaukee 
Schmidt, Edna ...... American Appraisal Company................ Milwaukee 
CONNECTICUT 
Lippman, Lena ..... Trades Department for the Blind............ Hartford 
Tuttle, Harriet Insurance Hartford 
MISSOURI 
Koenker, Commission for the Blind........... St. Louis 
Newman, Mary ..... Missouri Commission for the Blind........... St. Louis 
NEW JERSEY 
Lewis, Jessie ....... Crocker-Wheeler Electrical Company.. .....Ampere 
Ryan, Margaret ..... Crocker-Wheeler Electrical Company.. 
COLORADO 
DELAWARE 
KENTUCKY 
Thompson, Carrie M.. Name Firm not Mount Vernon 
MAINE 
Maine Institution for the Blind.............. Portland 
MONTANA 
NEW MEXICO 
Opdyke, Fannie ..... The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Ry. 
RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Street, James ....... Southeastern Life Insurance Company........ Greenville 
CANADA 
Archibald ..... Department Forests and Mines 
Province British Columbia................ Victoria 
Canadian National Institute for the Blind..... Toronto 
Davidson, Canadian National Institute for the Blind..... Toronto 
Rawlinson, ...Canadian Department Immigration......... Overseas Office 


The Blind Virginia—Their Todays 


and Tomorrows 


CUNNINGHAM 
Field Agent, Virginia Commission for the Blind 


presenting you the picture 
the blind Virginia, must paint 
conditions they now obtain, and 

must parallel the picture the blind 
today with the ideal conditions for 
the blind tomorrow. must hold 
these two portraits—side side 
the light public judgment, hold 
them all their inevitable contrast, 
and the public will awaken the situ- 
ation. When the public slow wel- 
come reform new program 
social service, should rejoice 
that slowness, for know that ulti- 
mately right distinction will made 
between the professional agitator and 
the sincere humanitarian, between 
counterfeit display figures and 
genuine revelation facts. 

census the blind revela- 
tion! single day may register ab- 
ject poverty smiling affluence, co- 
lossal courage contemptible laziness, 
rare artistic talent, the sunshine 
sparkling wit and humor, the shad- 
life-long dejection. The de- 
tails such revelation would fur- 
nish material for goodly volume, but 
the outstanding conclusion 
where the blind are work, they are 
all men most happy; where they 
are idle, they are all men most 
miserable. 

often reminded this census 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s observa- 
tion the effect that could 
without his arms his legs, his ears 


his eyes, and might even con- 
ceive getting along without his 
wife, but that could not think 
existence being all tolerable apart 
from his work. The summary all 
that hope and pray for the blind 
tomorrow contrast the blind 
today that there shall for them 
maximum employment and 
minimum unemployment. The ques- 
tions that naturally arise are: 
can the blind do?” can Vir- 
ginia guarantee employment and 
opportunity her blind 
Before attempting answer, let 
not forget that there are scores 
blind individuals Virginia who are 
employed, and who ask aid from 
anybody. The census the blind 
has registered some detail the sto- 
ries these successful ones, 
passed for the inspiration and en- 
couragement other less fortunate 
less “grit-gifted” ones. Virginia 
has her blind piano tuners and musi- 
cians, blind broom makers and mat- 
tress makers, blind salesmen, and suc- 
cessful blind every field proven 
adaptability. Let say that never 
make appeal behalf the blind, 
without giving full credit the indi- 
vidual who has forged ahead and 
made good without the help any 
organization for the blind. shall have 
enough say presently the 
pressing need for deeper interest 
the part Virginia her blind popu- 
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lation, but she must first made 
recognize the practicability what 
preach. order that the mass 
the blind may given opportunity 
“Go and likewise,” the Virginia 
public must shown the example 
the blind who are now filling normal 
places her body politic. Time will 
warrant the barest mention few 
such cases. 

the town Suffolk there 
man who has been blind for the past 
fifteen years. Today the head 
and chief owner cooperage fac- 
tory employing two hundred men. 

1917 blind youth received his 
A.B. degree from William and Mary 
College. now Y.M.C.A. Secre- 
tary the Virginia Polytechnique In- 
stitute and rated the most suc- 
cessful secretary the history the 
Institute well one the best 
contemporary College secretaries 
the State. 

the Eastern Shore man 
seventy-two years old who lost his 
sight within comparatively recent 
years. With his remaining faculties 
absolutely undistracted age, 
still active the daily demonstration 
and sale chemical fire extinguishing 
apparatus, and goes all over the 
Eastern Shore without the aid 
guide. Frequently has called 
prospect, demonstrated his apparatus, 
made the sale, and walked out without 
the customer’s knowledge his blind- 
ness. 

Ask who probably the happi- 
est, and most optimistic blind man 
Virginia, and will tell you one 
the city Portsmouth, who, 
good location the heart the 
business section the city, holds 
forth proprietor cigar store 


and shoe-shining parlor, with at- 
cleaning and pressing shop, and hat 
cleaning and re-blocking department. 
You into his shop rainy day 
and say, “Jack, the rain rather hurts 
your shoe-shine business, doesn’t 
“Yes,” says, “but helps the hat 
business, it’s six one and half 
cheerfulness and optimism, can also 
tell you care-free blind youth 
Richmond who can more put the 
public ease with the blind two 
minutes with one his comic jazz 
songs than can two hours 

Ask about the blind public 
life and tell you blind lawyer 
with recently opened practice his 
native town Lawrenceville, who 
already Judge the Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court his coun- 
and also Commissioner Chan- 
cery. 

Ask who, among the blind youth 
Virginia, the pinnacle social 
success, and tell you young blind 
lawyer, recently graduated, who holds 
the badges some the most exclu- 
sive clubs the University Vir- 
ginia. 

Ask who the one most remark- 
able blind person Virginia, and tell 
blind negro Norfolk who does, 
mostly with his own race, large 
business contractor. was talking 
the Clerk Norfolk County: “Do 
you know John Riddick?” asked. 
“Yes,” said, “He’s remarkable 
negro.” “Not only remarkable ne- 
gro,” corrected, “but remarkable 
man. His assessments cover several 


pages the County books; 
easily worth hundred thousand dol- 
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They say that once upon 
time, John Riddick was waiting 
him for beggar, placed 
his hands. John was seen cash 
enviably large check the window, 
whereupon the good stranger was 
heard regret his error judgment 
terms most unmistakable. And the 
remarkable thing about John Riddick 
is, that never learned sign his 
name until after lost his sight. 

Oh, yes! “The Old Dominion” has 
her quota successful blind just 
surely any your northern 
western states. 

Thus far, have painted bright 
colors only. Now comes the inevit- 
able contrast. The tragic truth, 
brought out our census the blind, 
that the great mass them are 
living condition partial, and 
generally total dependence their 
families, relatives and neighbors. Not 
one blind person ten—by any inter- 
pretation however elastic, may 
rated entirely self supporting. 

Service the great, unseen, house- 
bound mass dependent blind! For 
this the State Commission for the 
Blind was created! And what are the 
functions this Commission? What 
that the Commission can 
order that the blind tomorrow may 
have sunlight where today there 
cloud, laughter where now there 
bitterness, enthusiasm where there 
indifference, usefulness where there 
idleness and waste? 

The foremost function the Com- 
mission the prevention blindness. 
1918, the suggestion Dr. 
Hanger, Staunton, Mr. Herbert 
Taylor, conjunction with the 
National Committee for the Preven- 


tion Blindness, secured the passage 
bill providing for the Prevention 
Blindness, and the proper treat- 
ment the eyes the newly born. 
This bill considered one the best 
the United States. have the 
law, but will not have its rigid 
enforcement until the people have 
been educated its necessity 
create real public demand for its 
enforcement. Not only the busi- 
ness the Commission enlighten 
the public the necessity for en- 
forcing this good law, but the Com- 
mission likewise challenged re- 
move the filth body and environ- 
ment that often accom- 
panies blindness adults. You not 
believe there any real call for such 
work this State? Then well 
for your easy going sympathy that 
you have never been brought into con- 
tact with some the awful cases 
encountered our census. 

Down Isle Wight County, 
there colored woman who bears 
the unmistakable marks social dis- 
ease. She the mother only three 
children, and every one 
blind. Who will say that there 
need some power agency stop 
this needless propagation afflicted 
humanity 

the Eastern Shore, found 
family four, mother, son, and 
two daughters. They didn’t know how 
spell their family name, which was 
Charnock. The parents had been 
close blood relationship, the father 
having died when the son was 
infant. The aged mother and the two 
daughters are dependent the son 
—an uneducated day-laborer 
farm. The two daughters were born 
deaf-mutes, and were never sent 
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school. Now middle life, these 
two deaf-mutes have become practi- 
cally blind. Oh! Poverty, Blindness, 
Ignorance, and Poor Health, this 
home your citadel and your debtors’ 
dungeon. Here jointly you have come 
stifle and crush the spirit from out 
these creatures! Here ceaselessly you 
take from your prisoners the appoint- 
toll the iniquity the fathers, 
while sun, moon, and society wheel 
their carefree courses! Here with 
each flaming dawn you return fill 
anew the Charnock’s cup woe, when 
sleep—their only friend—breaks but 
admit you again, and death—their 
single hope—still mocks them with 
his tarrying! And does Accomac 
County care—Accomac, one the 
two richest counties the United 
States? course Accomac cares, 
actually gives the Charnock family— 
three dollars month! But let not 
forget say this for Accomac: when 
reported the case the county 
nurse, she raised means take the 
two deaf-mute daughters Norfolk 
for examination and treatment 
their eyes specialist. turned 
out that the eyes, both cases, were 
hopeless. 

the possibility real returns 
this work educating the public 
along the lines the prevention 
needless blindness, have the ex- 
ample the State Massachusetts. 
prominent worker for the blind re- 
cently told that not single baby, 
blinded result ophthalmia neo- 
natorum, had been reported Massa- 
chusetts for the past five years. 
sure, here Virginia have 
long road travel reach that ideal 
goal, but that fact merely furnishes 
another reason for starting now and 
“speeding up.” 


the blinded soldiers—the State 
Commission does not, course, deal 
directly with them. There are far 
fewer these than most people ima- 
gine, and they are the care the 
“Federal authorities.” There are, 
sure, good number civilians 
the State who were blinded acci- 
dent. Many these accidents, 
registered the census, are unique, 
and some them are ludicrous. Pos- 
sibly the most unusual accident that 
reported blind man the North- 
ern Neck. About fourteen years ago, 
lost one eye through accidental 
pricking from piece corn fodder. 
The rest his story all happened 
“hog-killing day” some years later. 
One particular hog was due 
dead, and his one-eyed assassin, whose 
name was Bray, stooped lift him 
one his hind legs. But the hog 
was not dead after all, and, having 
one last remaining kick, exercised 
such fashion that his foot struck 
and put out poor Bray’s last remain- 
ing good eye. Thus did the dying 
hog, like the Samson old, more 
damage the human race with his 
one last kick than all the other kicks 
his life put together. 

Another function the State Com- 
mission for the Blind that home 
teaching. ardent hope that 
will not long before funds will 
available for the sending home 
teachers into our rural districts, 
that the rural blind may enjoy those 
same benefits which the home teacher, 
low cost the Commission, now 
bringing into the homes and lives 
our urban blind. The home teacher 
can reach and ameliorate conditions 
for more blind than can any other 
known medium. Sad indeed the 
case anyone who sense 
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adaptable home teaching. Such 
case recently found Nottaway 
County. The blind youth had bright 
mind, but his body, with its fat, bulky 
frame, carried limbs diminutive 
those little child. These limbs 
were practically without feeling, be- 
ing, said, “All perished and 
withered,” they were the limbs 
little child half asleep. living 
tragedies the world ‘has its full and 
varied quota; but what could more 
appalling than that this youth, with 
eyes that have ceased see, hands 
that cannot sense the saving land- 
marks the dark trail, but whose 
mind can still remember and dream, 
and long, even while knowing that 
each tomorrow will dawn deepen 
the emptiness today and yesterday? 

conspicuous function the State 
Commission the vocational training 
and placement the adult blind. Rel- 
ative this phase the work, 
shall limit discussion its eco- 
nomic aspect and that aspect 
applied specifically the broom busi- 
ness. Not that broom making the 
only trade propose teach the 
blind! the contrary—the prime 
object placement work enable 
the newly blinded adult find such 
employment suits his own “natural 
bent” and fits into the industrial fabric 
his own home community. 
mately, workshops will established 
our leading cities for the placement 
such blind are, for one reason 
dependent placement. Broom making 
one the fields proven adap- 
tability the blinded laborer. 
present the Virginia Commission for 
the Blind operates annual ap- 
propriation ten thousand dollars. 


Considering the cost the Commis- 
sion’s other necessary and useful ac- 
tivities, obvious that not much 
can accomplished with the present 
appropriation, toward training and 
placing many blind laborers. There 
are not many trained blind broom 
makers Virginia, but there are some 
facts and figures which show how 
utterly preposterous has been our 
handling this problem the blind 
laborer. 

own county Prince Ed- 
ward, the School Supervisor told 
that she had ordered her year’s supply 
brooms—eight dozen—from the 
Philadelphia Workroom for the Blind. 
asked her why she had not given 
this order the Commission. She 
said she had never heard the Com- 
mission. She said the Order-Taker 
informed her that the Norfolk and 
Western Railroad also used brooms 
made the Philadelphia Workroom 
for the Blind. wrote the Purchasing 
Agent the W., and learned 
that uses approximately six hun- 
dred dozen brooms year, contract 
for which made competitive 
basis. The Philadelphia Workroom 
for the Blind frequently bidder 
who gets this contract. Six hundred 
dozen brooms would cost the least 
something like thirty-five hundred 
dollars. 

That much money goes out the 
State and that much patronage goes 
the blind outside the State— 
from one railroad alone. This takes 
account the other railroads 
the State; takes account the 
ninety-nine counties other than Prince 
Edward, all which use brooms 
their schools; takes account 
the big city schools, the state insti- 
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tutions learning, the hospitals, 
the private schools and colleges— 
all which are open markets for 
brooms. While sleep, our Phila- 
delphia friends, with characteristic 
Yankee pep, have stormed the citadel 
our own Virginia blind. Mean- 
while—Virginia spending ten thou- 
sand dollars year her blind— 
about half one cent from each man, 
woman and child the State’s popu- 
lation. While send thousands 
dollars out the State each year 
patronage blind workers elsewhere, 
there are scores blind men within 
our gates who are sitting idle because 
the Commission has funds for its 
full program. What economic situ- 
ation could preposterous? 
are violating one the first prin- 
ciples business. The blind Vir- 
ginia are our neighbors. Every busi- 
ness man knows that policy 
promote your neighbor’s welfare. 
Why? Because doing you are 
building field for your own busi- 
ness. Frankly, unless more money 
forthcoming from some source, the 
money that have spent taking the 
census the blind will have been 
great part absolutely wasted. cen- 
sus unfollowed actual co-operation 
with the blind obviously worthless. 

There are conservative men who are 
wondering where and when our pres- 
ent-day increase expenditures for 
public education and utilities gener- 
will end. The average citizen 
sixty years appalled the diversity 
educational and welfare activities 
which are being run public expense. 
apology for the seemingly ethereal 
tone what say, for “Where 
there vision the people perish.” 


When anybody sets howl over the 
cost public welfare work might. 
asked not overlook this fact: 
Out every dollar paid into the 
United States Treasury, approximate- 
seventy-five cents spent for pur- 
poses war, either past, present 
future. ask you—when and where 
that folly extravagance going 
end? you had your choice, which 
item national expense would you 
wipe out—the cost coaling the 
dreadnaughts, the cost operating 
the When the time comes 
that almost revolutionary curtail- 
ment public expenditures neces- 
sary order rest the people from 
their burdens, will probably happen 
that common sense will lead the 
elimination squandering. 
There are influences work for world 
peace whose destiny may lie the 
dim future, but whose origin the 
spirit brotherly love springing from 
the Christian religion, which spirit 
the headspring all social agencies, 
which, they are genuine and sin- 
cere, live lead the strong the side 
the weak, the sighted lighten the 
paths the blind, and which chal- 
lenges “the fit” with the problems 
“the unfit.” 

Anyone who saw the Campaign for 
the Blind Richmond last February 
has need told the marvel- 
lous strides made the Commission 
its short history. was the 
occasion that three-day Educational 
Campaign that Richmond newspaper 
reporter asked how all this State 
work for the blind, this recent awak- 
ening public interest their wel- 
fare came about. told them the 


story known every representative 
blind person the State, but then 
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little known the Richmond public. 

May, 1913, Lucian Louis Watts 
was working railway construc- 
tion engineer far out the mountains 
Dickerson County. Though pos- 
sessing recognized ability handle 
men, Watts was then but carefree 
youth with all the patrician instincts 
his Albermarle County ancestors, 
which County his father was Sher- 
iff for thirty-five years. While direct- 
ing hazardous piece work, young 
Watts was exposed premature 
explosion dynamite, which left him 
his life, but cost him his sight. had 
lifted his eyes unto the hills, and 
the eyes had gone, but from those hills 
there came the help higher vision. 
With his natural genius for organiza- 
tion, and mental and spiritual vision 
intensified rather than diminished 
the loss physical sight, young Watts 
set himself the task bettering 
the condition his fellow-blind. After 
completing special course the 
State School for the Blind Staun- 
ton, course designed adapt him 
his new and strange lot life, 
Mr. Watts was employed instructor 
the Industrial Department that 
School. June, 1919, organized 
the Virginia Association Workers 
for the Blind—the first agency its 
kind established “The Old 
Dominion.” 1920, the State Legis- 
lature provided for Commission 
Investigate Conditions the Blind 
Virginia. Secretary this Com- 
mission was Mr. Watts’ duty col- 
lect and systematize such facts and 
figures the limited appropriation 
would warrant. thorough and con- 
clusive was the conduct this investi- 
gation that the Legislature 1922 
approved, without dissenting vote, 
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Mr. Watts’ recommendation for per- 
manent State Commission for the 
Blind, and for the separation the 
schools for the deaf and the blind. 

Three years ago Mr. Watts stood 
before the Convention meeting this 
city, and advocated Charlottesville 
the proper location for new school. 
Today, Charlottesville exists site 
for the School for the Blind the 
statute books the State Virginia. 
Now there anywhere the his- 
tory social service this State 
more romantic chapter 
launching the work for the blind 
Watts, don’t know where 
you will find it. 

Now the new State School for the 
Blind bids fair accomplished 
fact. was interesting, times 
thrilling, watch the progress this 
measure the Legislature last winter. 
Who made the fight and how did the 
victory come about? 

Well, the children from the Staun- 
ton School went down and made 
splendid appeal before the Legislature. 
Helen Keller was there, and need- 
less say that she made profound 
impression. But, even after all this, 
the bill came within ace being 
lost, and listen how was saved. 
Saturday, March first, the bill for 
the School for the Blind stood thirty- 
five pages down the Calendar 
House bills. Tuesday, March fourth, 
was set both the Senate 
and House for each house cease 
consideration its own bills and de- 
vote the remainder the session 
the passage bills already passed 
one house, and waiting consid- 
ered the other. Our bill was thirty- 
five pages down the Calendar 
Saturday, and the House Calendar 
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get action the measure the nat- 
ural order proceeded. Saturday, 
Mr. Watts had one his friends 
the House move that the bill 
taken “out order” and consid- 
ered Monday afternoon. The same 
thing had done the Senate, 
where Senator Fergison Ap- 
pomattox was our ardent friend and 
champion. the Senate likewise our 
bill was doomed, natural order, 
struck off the acting Calendar. But 
for these motions take the bill 
out order, not ghost show 
would have stood get any action 
all. When came the voting, the 
Senate approved without dissenting 
vote, and the House approved 
vote eighty-five two. 

have three ardent hopes—the first 
that the school shall have admin- 
istration that wrapped up, soul and 
body, the love the cause the 
blind. The dual school did its best, 
far human limitations would 
allow. have not word speak 
against the Staunton School. Any 
school that taught how read 
has lifelong love and gratitude, 
but was impossible for dual school 
its full duty where the interest 
the administration had per- 
petually divided between two 
diverse groups students—the deaf 
and the blind. Consequently, this cen- 
sus reveals some sad cases men and 
women who are now dependent and 
useless, having been unable acquire 
through the incomplete dual school 
the necessary equipment for life’s bat- 
tles. order that the census the 


blind tomorrow shall register 
such sad cases these—give the new 
school administration that knows 


the blind and their peculiar problems, 
and delights nothing much 
their personal success and happiness. 

second ardent hope for the new 
school that shall have curricu- 
lum that will provide for the children 
adapted blind pupil. Let 
furnish them with least all that 
blind children other states can pro- 
cure. Evergreen, where the blinded 
soldiers are taught, gives courses that 
had never been thought applicable 
the blind. Some these were 
course impractical, but the ideal 
versatility good one. Ever- 
green the blinded soldiers learned 
everything from poultry raising 
dancing. 

third ardent hope for the new 
school that once regular 
operation, shall enforce 
State the application the Compul- 
sory Education Law for blind well 
for sighted children. ‘With the 
right kind school, must have 
attendance made compulsory. Our 
census shows many children who are 
being denied the opportunities edu- 
cation, through their parents’ mistak- 
idea kindness. Some parents are 
too soft-hearted send blind child 
away from home, and thus they ren- 
der him helpless and hopeless for life. 
Looking over the scores mistreated 
and neglected children, whose lives are 
shut prison vaults, cannot 
help feeling that— 


Perhaps, this neglected spot laid 

Some heart once pregnant with celestial 
fire, 

Hands that the rod empire might have 
swayed, 

waked ecstacy the living lyre. 

Some village Hampden who, with daunt- 
less breast, 

The little tyrant his fields withstood, 
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Some mute, inglorious Milton here may 
rest, 


Some Cromwell, guiltless his country’s 
blood. 


The blind Virginia! They 
today are charge, they tomorrow 
are challenge. From the level 
their life now is, the upward 
path arduous ascent, and there 
are ravines bridged, and cliff- 
bound curves hazarded. Here 
work for both the engineer with 
uncommon daring and the laborer 
with uncommon skill. Forgetting for 
moment the grades and cliffs that 
stand between, can picture that larg- 
field that greet the census- 
taker tomorrow, and the picture 
reveals that twenty-five years hence 
—no—not ten years hence—he will 
register not dreams and visions, but 
realities. 

seem see for him under- 
standing and actively interested 
public. public that has ceased 
think “Blind Tom” being the 
exemplary type successful blind- 
ness. public that has ceased coun- 
tenance, with 
those blind street mendicants who still 


Red Cross Classes for the Blind 
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dare blacken the landscape public 
opinion with the plying their un- 
manly traffic. public that can listen 
gifted blind tenor, with minds 
undisturbed petty sympathies for 
merely physical inconvenience. 

see the newly blinded adult, not 
left curse his fate solitude and 
gloom, shipwrecked mariner the 
shores time; but valiant sailor 
rather, giving chase the storm, 
laughing the tidal wave, and steer- 
ing the wake pilots, whom his 
Mother-State shall lend him. 

Best all, see—rising here 
the feet your Jefferson, the turrets 
one the greatest schools for the 
blind America. Here “The Old 
Dominion” will gather those frag- 
ments, her blind, but soul-sighted, lit- 
tle ones. Here she will teach them 
stand straight beneath their “mild 
yoke light denied.” she will 
show them the treasures mind and 
spirit—treasures greater far than all 
the gold Ophir and the diamonds 
Kimberley. She will lead them up- 
ward and on—on through 


“The desert, and illimitable air, 
Lame, wandering, but not lost.” 


the Western Pennsylvania 

School for the Blind, Pittsburgh, 

the pioneer class blind Red 
Cross students home hygiene and 
care the sick. 

The class was organized the 
Pittsburgh Chapter the American 
Red Cross. The instructor Miss 
Elma Smitten, graduate registered 
nurse the Western Pennsylvan‘a 
Hospital, and the course consists 
fifteen lessons regulation diet, 
bathing and care babies, making 
bed with patient it, methods 
detecting abnormalities pulse and 


September, there was organized 


temperature, and many valuable les- 
sons First Aid. 

Miss ‘Smitten gives glowing ac- 
counts the splendid work the 
class, and proud the fact that— 
although the class not yet complete 
—two the girls have been able 
use their recently acquired knowledge. 

The success the course the 
Western Pennsylvania School should 
supply incentive for the establish- 
ment similar classes every school 
for the blind America. 


and home-making are the two high- 
est missions womanhood. 
have more these classes. 


Let 
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BLINDNESS VERSUS 


BLIND man stood before the 

bar industrial justice. Day 

day jury astute busi- 
ness leaders had weighed the evidence 
presented for and against the defen- 
dant. The prosecuting attorney had 
handled the situation with trained 
adroitness, and had presented ap- 
parently irrefutable argument against 
the prisoner, postulating that common 
sense and the law the physical uni- 
verse were against the supposition 
that blind person could 
perform such duties have been here 
specified. The thing impossible. 
The man blind. There can 
further argument.” The prosecuting 
attorney, having created the unfavor- 
able atmosphere that desired, sat 
down and awaited the final summing 
for the defense. was unpre- 
pared for what followed. 

With bland smile, the lawyer for 
the defense arose. “My worthy oppo- 
nent has presented strong argu- 
ment,” said. “It now remains for 
break down his defenses and 
refute his argument. Common sense 
and the law the physical universe 
are favor client, not against 
him. worthy opponent has dis- 


torted his definitions. should have 
said ‘prejudiced opinion’ instead 
‘common sense’, and ‘theory’ rather 
than ‘the law the physical uni- 
client has accomplished 
that which opponent declares 
impossible. has performed the 
required duties. unexpected wit- 
ness appeared the scene, and 
permitted waive final ar- 
gument his favor. Mr. Jones, the 
young man’s employer, will now take 
the stand.” 

Mr. Jones justified the defense law- 
yer’s expectations, and concluded his 
evidence with the words: “We have 
had trouble whatsoever with the 
defendant. His work 
prize him highly and are well satisfied 
with him every way.” 

The verdict rendered was: “We 
find this blind man efficient and cap- 
able every way. has proved 
his worth, and recommend that 
the industrial world consider all simi- 
lar future cases with equity judg- 
ment, unmarred traditional preju- 
dice. The court dismissed.” 

The foregoing imaginary scene 
built essential truth. Day day. 
the ability blind wage-earners 
weighed the balance and not 
found wanting. this issue the 
Outlook, publish list blind 
dictaphone operators who are today 
employed twenty states the the 
Union. All them are sincerely 
valued their employers. Careful 
reading our Special Feature will 
show that all write-ups reveal in- 
tense awareness the opportunity 
that opening workers the dic- 
taphone field, and firm belief 
intensive preparation for the particu- 
lar job. Some the write-ups are 


il 


accompanied commendatory letters 
from employers. 

Blind dictaphone operators should 
employed every one the 
forty-eight states the Union, in- 
stead twenty, true today. 
That the Canadian government 
fully alive the value the blind 
operator, evidenced the class 
positions held the Canadian opera- 
tors who are listed our Special 
Feature. Organizations for the blind 
the United States must endeavor 
place our trained operators simil- 
arly worth-while positions the gov- 
ernment our country. The pre- 
paration and qualifications our 
operators must such that business 
leaders will seek them out when there 
are really worth while positions 
filled. must establish the attitude 
that you want the work well 
done, get blind operator.” 


can 


WILL THE PUBLIC PAY 
HEAR BLIND PERFORMER? 


recent recital given New 
York City Abraham Haitowitsch, 
blind violinist, every seat the 
house was sold. Because former 
successful recitals this artist was well- 
known New York audiences, but 
full house night when many 
world-renowned artists were appear- 
ing, indicated that Mr. Haitowitsch 
has equal power ‘of attraction. 
This definitely proves that artistic 
temperament and adequate schooling 
combined, will draw intelligent listen- 
ers. matters not whether the art- 
ist blind sighted, providing his 
work has technical and artistic value. 
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REGINALD VAN TRUMP 


with deep regret that the 
Foundation learns the death 
Reginald Van Trump, President 
the Delaware Commission for the 
Blind. extend our sympathy 
Mr. Van relatives and 
friends, well the sightless 
people Delaware, whom was 
such stalwart friend—always zeal- 
ous for their welfare, and de- 


terminedly energetic its establish- 
ment. 


Mr. Van Trump was instrumental 
bringing about the organization 
the Delaware Commission for the 
Blind. Equipped with deep under- 
standing human nature, splendid 
academic and professional training, 
and sympathetic attitude toward the 
sightless multitudes, whom him- 
self was one, was eminently suited 
for his place the world workers 
for the blind. Through his active 
interest and guidance, scores sight- 
less persons were helped toward self- 
reliance and industrial independence. 

The best memorial this life 
sincere purpose and splendidly un- 
selfish service, will the continua- 
tion those activities whose founda- 
tion stones were laid Mr. Van 
Trump, and the perpetuation the 
ideals embodied those activities. 
hope that the work begun him 
will endure and grow stronger through 
the coming years. 


Burnham 


OHN blind or- One thousand and three competitors 
ganist the Lutheran Church participated the contest, and settings 
the Epiphany New York, from Germany, England, Den- 
won the fifty dollar prize offered America. 
the Hymn Society, New York, has been organist 


the Church the Epiphany New 
York for nineteen years. 
graduate Perkins Institution and 
Massachusetts School for the Blind, 


for the best musical setting the 
Harvard prize hymn—Our Christ, 
the words which were written 


Harry Webb Farrington. Watertown, Massachusetts. 


Our Christ 


VERITAS 


Harry Wess FARRINGTON Joun N. BuRNHAM 


Andante Religioso. 


Man ger Child Has God’s life 


match- less love Has brought love 


Copyright, 1924, John Burnham. 
Assigned the Hymn Society (Carl Price, President, 150 Fifth Av., New York, 
from whom permission may secured). 
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Value the Blind 


Instructor French and Esperanto, Antioch, Ohio 


SPERANTO, especially its re- 
lation the blind, one the 
best examples international 

auxiliary language. was the writ- 
privilege attend the first inter- 
national convention the blind held 
Cambridge, England, August 
1907. This particular meeting was 
intended serve test the 
possible concrete value similar fu- 
ture conventions. The conventions 
have proven their value, and, since 
the World War, they have continued 
for purposes business and pleas- 
ure. Many topics interest the 
blind are discussed, and those who 
have attended the conventions have 
been able carry back their 
communities and schools, suggestions 
which have been invaluable help. 
has been suggested that Pan- 
American Congress the Blind 
held 1928, and the suggestion has 
met with enthusiastic response. Such 
conference would mean that the 
blind the entire Western Hemi- 
sphere could unite for common 
cause. There are countries South 
America sadly need help from 
such other countries have already 
made definite progress work for the 
blind. The writer has been accepted 
member the Latin-American 
Union the Blind, and cor- 
respondence with blind men Brazil 
and Argentina. The language used 
for the correspondence Esperanto. 
meetings held various cities 


Europe since the Great War, there 
has developed the idea great 
world-wide organization the blind. 
table there lies copy the 
statutes which have been suggested 
for this proposed world organization 
the blind. “Universala Asocio 
Blindaj 

Statutes the Universal Association 

Blind Esperantists 

Among the blind Esperantists 
various lands there has been 
founded association under 
the name “Universal Asso- 
ciation Blind Esperantists” 
with the abbreviations 

The association center wher- 
ever the president resides. 

The organization aims (a) 
unite the blind different 
lands brotherly relations; 
(b) scatter Esperanto the 
unifying agency among the 
blind the entire world, and, 
(c) present the blind the 
world outside. 

According the statutes proposed, 
membership, account sex, poli- 
tics, religion, etc. Any person who 
has attained his majority and who 
not debarred law, can member. 

addition the congresses 
blind men and women, and the great 
organizations which are springing 
result these meetings, mention 
must made Esperanto literature. 
the Library for the Blind 
Tufton Street, Westminster, London, 
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England, there large collection 
books Esperanto. These books, 
which are written Esperanto Braille, 
can borrowed from the library. 
Those who wish borrow them are 
asked pay postage, and for those 
who cannot pay the small amount, 
there fund which provides for 
mailing the books. 

Another feature the international 
language movement among the blind 
important the source from which 
most the work springs. refer 
the Esperanto Ligilo, the international 
magazine for the blind. This maga- 
zine contains stories, scientific articles, 
biography, historical sketches, relief 
maps, and department devoted 
the progress Esperanto among the 
blind. The “gazette” sent, free 
cost, any blind person and main- 
tained voluntary subscriptions. 

The future the magazine de- 
batable, because financial insecur- 
ity. The Editor, Harold Thilander 
Stockholm, Sweden, who himself 
blind, serves the magazine gratuitous- 
ly. Seven hundred copies the “ga- 
out each month, and the 
annual cost the work $1,500. 
committee was formed for the sole 
purpose raising funds, and excel- 
lent work has been done, but there 
fear that the work will stop. Some 
organizations Europe have helped 
little, but Europe condition 
render aid. The time coming 
when more blind will want the maga- 
zine, but may impossible 
more than being done now. all 
probability more than two hundred 
the blind now receiving the maga- 
zine could help the subscription 


price. The blind Europe are with- 
out means. 

The word means “bond.” 
The Esperanto Ligilo has been liter- 
binding power that has held to- 
gether the blind all nations. has 
been the medium through which plans 
for the yearly international conven- 
tions have gone through successful 
conclusion; was the source the 
great world-wide co-operative move- 
ment among the blind; fertile 
field for the sowing and reaping 
future concrete accomplishments, and 
large plans for its usefulness are 
the heart the editor. Shall the 
magazine cease exist? Such 
outcome would result incalculable 
loss. Can America, blind and 
sighted alike, anything help 
continue live? Have the finan- 
cial resources? The writer this 
article has plan suggest; 
awaits illuminative ideas 
readers. 

Esperanto Ligilo torch that has 
been set aflame help the cause 
the blind the world; shall 
quenched? What can Americans 
do? 


Editor’s Note: Last February, the 
writer the foregoing article lectured 
before the International Auxiliary 
Language Committee the American 
Association for the Advancement 
Science. His subject was “The Value 
Esperanto.” Mr. Bartlett grad- 
uate the Perkins Institution and 
Massachusetts School for the Blind, 
Watertown, Massachusetts, and 
instructor French and Esperanto 
Antioch College. 
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RECENTLY HELD 
ST. DUNSTANS, ENGLAND 
The race was won minutes and seconds 


The Traditions Our Day School Classes 
for the Visually Handicapped 


MEYER 


Superintendent the Department for the Blind, Board Education 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


HEN told the Editor the 
that would pre- 
pare something Sight Sav- 

ing work, was quite without any 
definite idea just what might 
timely topic. consented the 
hope that might thereby get into 
more intimate touch with the Day 
School constituency which rep- 
resenting the Board Trustees 
the American Foundation for the 
Blind, and thus increase the value 
services that group. 

There was not sufficient time 
gather complete data any kind from 
the various day schools throughout 
the country with promise results 
worth mentioning. The problems 
which our system have been 
studying for considerable time have 
not reached the stage for publica- 
tion. has been good fortune, 
Day School classes for both Blind 
and Semi-Sighted; have conferred 
with those direct charge inti- 
mate touch with many others, not 
mention data gathered from more 
less isolated classes. what 
follow have attempted put down 
impressions the present status 
Day School work for the blind 
whole, from the professional and ad- 
ministrative points view. make 


what shall say, and have carefully 


avoided being specific avoid 
contrasts and comparisons which are 
out place this paper. If, 
result this article some are stimu- 
lated greater thought for the bene- 
fit all, and some those who 
the past have already been thinking 
along these lines are stimulated 
action, shall feel fully compensated. 

some title may misleading. 
might, perhaps, well stated 
“Universal principles underlying 
the Day School 
versal Standards 
“Professional ideals among our Day 
School 
Day School Work,” numerous 
other captions. feel, however, that 
the choice the title will permit 
less formal treatment the ma- 
terial which hope will put both 
writer and reader more ease, 
use the word traditions advisedly also 
another sense. usually suggests 
customs, practices, accounts, 
which are handed down word 
mouth from one generation an- 
other. The literature Day School 
Classes and has been meagre 
that our present practices are more 
the result tradition than realize. 

one will deny that the Day 
School movement for the blind 
every sense the word educational 
movement, and yet surprisingly 
large number instances the estab- 
lishment these classes did not have 


its inception existing educa- 
tional agency. some instances 
was the accomplishment some in- 
dividual deeply interested the wel- 
fare the blind who later perhaps 
became the first teacher. Or, perhaps 
the local agency dealing with the 
adult blind saw the desirability es- 
tablishing such classes and after 
breaking the ground called edu- 
cator assume charge. Again, may 
have been some agency foreign 
the community which stepped in, pre- 
pared the way for the opening one 
more these classes, sometimes 
maintaining advisory connection 
with the newly established work, and 
sometimes withdrawing new field. 
may that the head the State 
School for the Blind has given his 
active support the establishment 
certain these classes, though find- 
ing impossible assume more than 
passive role their guidance. 
Finally, may that some particu- 
larly alert and progressive Public 
School Superintendent, having sensed 
the need for such class classes, has 
himself put into motion the necessary 
machinery. With conditions 
rounding their origin different, and 
with the circumstances surrounding 
their development quite different, 
is, perhaps, surprising that common 
traditions have been established. Once 
established, the Day School Class be- 
gan reach out find foothold for 
itself. took over from the resi- 


dential school for the blind, material 
and methods which, through years 
study and intensive application had 
been developed, and fitted these into 
the altered conditions under which 
the child who read the sense 
touch was educated. 
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the use these methods and 
materials was possible for the child 
without sight adjusted very 
broad way the customs and tradi- 
tions the average public school 
system. Some systems have been con- 
tent with this adaptation, while others 
are striving, some with more success 
than others, build set stand- 
ards and traditions which will 
truly applicable the Day School 
problem. 

Before continuing let say that 
referring the Day School Class, 
refer the plan educating the 
child who has visual handicap which 
likely permanent, whether 
that handicap the result total 
loss vision whether result from 
only partial loss. undue reference 
seems made the readers 
Braille because they have been 
with longer, and plans for their 
definite stage. With the necessary 
change technique and viewpoint 
meeting their problem, the under- 
lying principles the Day School 
should apply those with some 
vision well those with little 
vision. 

From what have said would ap- 
pear that the fundamental principles 
the Day School plan instruction 
originated from two major sources: 
the residential school for the blind, 
and the traditions the general plan 
public school instruction the 
sighted child. Aside from inheriting 
from the former the technique 
tactile instruction, would appear that 
the latter has been most influential 
determining the policy the Day 
School class. 


This seems natural enough view 
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the isolated position the aver- 
age Day School Class, the pressure 
exerted local school administrators, 
the lack adequate facilities for the 
training teachers, the lack 
constructive plan supported the 
organized efforts those engaged 
this work, the pressure economy, 
well other forces not mentioned 
here. 

has come about that today 
almost the only distinctive features 
the Day School Class which may 
said universal are the methods 
instruction and the small number 
pupils assigned one teacher; 
even the size the class factor 
which varies widely. The mastery 
that part the curriculum from 
which the handicapped child can profit 
the only universal aim. 

not easy appreciate the ex- 


tent which the operation Day 
School Classes vary important de- 


tails. not forget that the Day 
School Class must adapt itself its 
environment, were, but must 
also bear mind that there are certain 
essentials which should represent the 
consensus opinion those the 
work, 

The size class fundamental 
detail, yet the number pupils 
handled single teacher may vary 
from six fifteen various systems 
with apparent regard for the grade 
classification. superintendent con- 
templating the organization 
Sight Saving class seriously suggested 
the possibility enrolling many 
twenty. 

With reference the relationship 
between the Day School pupil with 
defective vision and the pupils the 
regular grade have the variation 


which ranges through all the stages 
from complete segregation the one 
extreme, the maximum partici- 
pation the work the regular 
grade the other. 

With reference the curriculum 
the Day School pupil there also 
great variation. mentioned 
above, some classes are quite content 
confine their efforts the more 
profitable phases the regular public 
school curriculum, supplementing this 
with work the lighter handicrafts, 
and usually 
though the aims and methods 
teaching the two latter subjects are 
not always well defined. Other sys- 
tems have added limited amount 
instruction music either through 
direct instruction the system, 
carried either members the 
school staff persons employed 
co-operating philanthropic 
agency. Still other systems looking 
forward comprehensive curri- 
culum which will meet every need 
the child thus handicapped have pro- 
ments, and have planned for the par- 
ticipation their pupils outside 
activities engaged their more 
fortunate brothers and sisters. 

One the chief criticisms which 
has been directed against the Day 
School plan instruction that 
unable cope with the problem 
the child’s home training. That such 
weakness inherent this plan 
education has means been 
demonstrated. 
true, however, that comparatively few 
systems have fully recognized the 
need for concentrated attention 
this phase the child’s education, 
and home visiting has been left ex- 
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clusively the teacher who already 
overburdened the sheer multi- 
plicity her duties. least one 
system has recognized the problem 
and has taken definite steps through 
the inauguration training cottage, 
and the appointment special visit- 
ing teachers work with the families 
these children. 

Concerning the matter admin- 
istration there also considerable 
variation. Like the old “School for 
Defectives” now part history, 
there some tendency combine the 
administration these classes with 
that the deaf, the crippled, the 
stammerers, the tubercular and the 
pretubercular, the cardiac cases, and 
finally the mentally defective. 
tunately the plan not all general. 
Other systems approach the problems 
from purely hygienic point view, 
subordinating the educational phase 
placing the administration under 
the medical department the schools. 
other systems the teacher left 
entirely her own devices and re- 
sources. Still other systems have 
their plan supervision and admin- 
istration more less thoroughly or- 
ganized, few being fortunate enough 
able co-operate the es- 
tablishment research department. 
With the work decentralized 
is, the problem administration 
real one. The smooth working 
efficient Day School plan involves 
multiplicity contacts, contacts 
which are subject sudden and radi- 
cal change, contacts for the most part 
with persons and agencies who are 
position become conversant with 
the individual and varying problems 
the Day School Class. 

the aims and ideals our Day 


School teachers there much more 
agreement principle than prac- 
tice. This situation undoubtedly for 
the most part due local obstacles 
which prevent the carrying out 
their ideals. Those with broad 
knowledge the work appreciate 
the necessity for program which 
will the limit providing educa- 
tional opportunities which will offset 
part the handicap under which the 
child must live and labor. However, 
the organization increasing 
number classes for children with 
some vision will doubtless tend 
narrow the point view those 
the work. The increased demand 
for instructors for these classes 
bringing into the work teachers who 
have not had the opportunity for 
wide preparation and who are there- 
fore inclined apply the traditions 
the educational plan for the sighted 
child. Furthermore, while the need 
many children with some vision 
for comprehensive plan instruc- 
tion may even greater than that 
others whose vision much lower, 
the possession some vision may 
make this need seem less obvious. 

the preparation teachers there 
uniform practice. Some teachers 
are chosen primarily because their 
interest. Some states require certi- 
fication either with without exam- 
ination, others have special re- 
quirements. Perhaps the more com- 
mon practice require teachers 
observe for period, such observa- 
tion being supplemented informal 
courses eye hygiene and reading 
course problems related their 
prospective work. 

The above represent elements 
Day School work which are uni- 
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versal interest, elements upon which 
substantial agreement would materi- 
ally assist both teachers and adminis- 
trators. For more than twenty years 
the Day School one form an- 
other has been going concern yet 
group have enunciated set 
principles, have fixed standards 
for evaluating our work—in short, 
can call our own. 

Perhaps this because the work, 
first slow its development, has 
haps because the isolation 
because our lean purses. Perhaps 
because there has been source 
from which urge could come. 
Whatever may the reason the need 
for more unified action may soon force 
conference the subject wish 
maintain present standards which 
many feel are even now too slow for 
rendering the services which our chil- 
dren need and should for the sake 
future economy and future happiness 
rightfully have. 

More than one factor emphasizes 
the need for conclusions some 
the points noted above. 

mentioned before, the increas- 
ing demand for teachers, especially 
for those children with considerable 
vision, must met some way. The 
present plans training are com- 
mendable but should standardized 
State Departments Education 
are not become arbitrary sheer 
desperation. 

must remember the obligation 
which owe not only the state 
but the child well. attending 
the Day School foregoes the ad- 
vantages which any other plan 
education might give him, and 


our obligation fulfill the promise 
which tacitly made him when 
enrolls with us. Furthermore, child 
handicapped who ill-prepared 
meet the problems life whether the 
visual handicap great compara- 
tively small potential burden upon 
society. When the public school will 
not cannot assume this responsi- 
bility the profession should united 
making appropriate demands. 
Finally, with the demand for new 
classes increasing constantly, school 
administrators are attempting ac- 
quaint themselves with the details 
such classes. have previously 
mentioned, the Day School entered 
the public school the back 
door, were, without invita- 
tion from the educator and almost 
without his knowledge what 
was all about. the casual observer 
the expense seems enormous and 
the uninitiated superintendent one 
class looks good another, and the 
handling even twenty pupils looks 
easy one accustomed assigning 
forty fifty one teacher. Simi- 
larly much the remaining ma- 
chinery especially designed for our 
work may appear frills and need- 
less expense. With the 
well-meaning superintendents may not 
convinced the economy meas- 
ures which first seem extrava- 
gances. After all, are small 
family which the strong must sup- 
port the weak, and which the in- 
creasingly large number weak- 
lings will inevitably sap the vitality 
the stronger members. 
system ventures much when goes 
beyond those its class such 
work this, that the situation 
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any small group cities holding aloft 
beacon mark the way, pre- 
carious one. Let study our own 
problems thoroughly before 
administrators pass hasty judgment 
based casual observations. 


But how can this accomplished, 
you ask. The method rests with the 
teachers and administrators our 
Day School. effective the study 
must conducted representa- 
tive group. The methods must 
thorough and the findings must re- 
ceive the endorsement all con- 
cerned. 


have touched upon various phases 
Day School work. Any one 
them might justly have been entitled 
the discussion allotted the whole. 
have especially tried avoid pass- 
ing judgment controversial issues, 
and trust that the reader may have 
borne this mind. The greater ques- 
tion uniform standards for the 
good the work should overshadow 
matters secondary importance. 
over-standardization there danger 
stagnation, but feel sure that 
other considerations very prac- 
tical nature will make even reason- 
able amount standardization goal 
achieved rather than limita- 
tion progress. 


Let say closing that shall 
welcome free and unhampered ex- 
change views any phase 
this article. should especially wel- 
come constructive criticism through 
correspondence addressed me. 
Day School representative the 
Board Trustees the American 
Foundation for the Blind, es- 
pecially anxious ascertain the sense 
the group represent. 


Annual Conference National 
Committee for the Prevention 
Blindness, Nov. 10—17, 1924 


The National Committee for the 
Prevention Blindness has for some 
time considered change its annual 
conference. Heretofore, single an- 
nual meeting was held conduct the 
business the organization and spe- 
cially invited speaker talked about 
particular type activity. This year 
—the program was planned for 
week’s duration, several speakers 
were invited, and the subjects for 
discussion were arranged 
enable those attending the conference 
would most profitable particular 
groups individuals. 

For some time past, volunteer 
workers have wished hold In- 
stitute, and seemed advisable in- 
clude such Institute this year’s 
conference. was, that Mon- 
day, November the tenth, the first 
session the Institute formed the 
opening part the conference which 
was held the Russell Sage Founda- 
tion Building, New York City. 

Mr. Charles Hayes, director 
the Bureau Information and Pub- 
licity the American Foundation for 
the Blind, presented the subject 
“The Blind America.” Mrs. Wini- 
fred Hathaway, secretary the Na- 
tional Committee for the Prevention 
Blindness, spoke “The Growth 
the Prevention Blindness Move- 
ment.” round table discussion 
the field for volunteer service was 
led Miss Annette Parke, chairman 
the Philadelphia Junior League 
Committee for the Prevention 
Blindness. This discussion closed the 


morning session. 
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Dr. Walter Baer Weidler opened 
the afternoon session with con- 
sideration the question “Eye 
Defects and Their Correction.” Dr. 
Ellice Alger discussed the subject 
“Eyestrain and Its Effects 
General Health.” 

Tuesday morning, November 
the eleventh, there were demonstra- 
tions talks such are given 
children varying ages. Speakers 
the afternoon session were Dr. 
Thomas Curtin and Mr. Louis 
Resnick, Director Publicity the 
National Committee for the Preven- 


tion Blindness. Dr. Curtin’s 


ject was “Common Eye Diseases and 
while that Mr. Res- 
nick was “Accidents and Eye Hy- 

Wednesday, 
twelfth, Miss Eleanor Brown, 
secretary the Junior Committee for 
the Prevention Blindness, addressed 
the morning group. topic was 
“Organizing Local Committees.” Mr. 
Lewis managing director 
the National Committee for the 
Prevention Blindness, took the 
with Local 
Agencies.” Dr. Elizabeth Kemper 
Adams, who has had wide experi- 
ence educational director the 
Girl Scouts America, was emin- 
ently fitted speak “What 
Youngsters Like.” Mr. Charles 
Smith represented the Boy Scouts. 
Luncheon was served twelve- 
thirty, and round table discussion 
was enjoyed. The subject the dis- 
cussion was, “What the Volunteer 
Worker Can for Children Sight 
Conservation 


phases sight conservation work 
were presented Dr. William 
Carhart, assistant ophthalmologist 


the Public School Eye Clinics New 
York; Miss Catherine Blake, prin- 
cipal Public School No. 55, New 
York; Miss Estella Lawes, supervisor 
sight conservation classes Cin- 
cinnati; Miss Ida Ridgeway, super- 
visor Massachusetts state conser- 
vation vision classes; Miss Helen 
Worstell, who conducting the course 
for preparation sight conservation 
class teachers New York Uni- 
versity. 

important factor the confer- 
ence was the commencement co- 
operative movement for interesting all 
sight conservation class teachers 
the work the National Committee. 
The first issue the “Sight Saving 
Class Exchange Bulletin” was dis- 
tributed. 

Thursday morning, November 
the thirteenth, there was meeting 
discuss “The Eye-Sight School 
ardization visual tests was particu- 
larly discussed. Mr. Carris presented 
the findings research committee 
appointed obtain data. four- 
thirty, the annual business meeting 
occurred and Dr. Lucien Howe spoke 
“Hereditary Blindness.” din- 
ner meeting the board directors 
was held six-thirty and Dr. Park 
Lewis there presented the subject 
“National Responsibility for Prevent- 
ing Blindness and Conserving Sight.” 

Very active discussion took place 
practically every one the meetings, 
indicating that the experimental pro- 
gram was success and should there- 
fore considered for definite future 
adoption. The conference drew at- 
tendance from various parts the 
United States. Many practical sug- 
gestions were offered and will 
carried into effect wherever possible. 


Announcement 


Miss Olive Peck, the Research 
Agent for Sight Saving Classes 
the Ohio Public Schools, Board 
Education, Cleveland, Ohio, wishes 
announce that through the inter- 
est friends, and result 
several months experimenting, new 
process producing large type music 
has been found practicable. 

Mr. Webber the Dodd 
Company, 652 Huron Road, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, became interested the 
problem enlarging music means 
the photostat process. this 
process the music selected copied 
placed the enlarging machine. 
negative made from which 
needed duplicate copies may se- 
cured. The music made the re- 
quired size with black notes white 
paper and the paper has mat sur- 
face. The music has been approved 
the consulting oculist the Cleve- 
land Department for the Blind. 

The new process has the following 


copying from the original. 

The quality uniform. 

smaller number copies 
may made, thus securing 
greater variety musical com- 
positions. 


some pages French vocabu- 
lary was made. This was very suc- 
cessful. our advanced classes 
foreign language book would 
great assistance. The type can 
enlarged any size practicable for 
use Sight Saving Classes. 
Information the process may 
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secured writing Mr. Webber 
Miss Peck, the Research Agent. Mr. 
Webber experimented some time be- 
fore the right paper and the right 
chemicals were secured produce 
perfect copy. 

now being prepared for use the 
Cleveland Department for the Blind. 
The list negatives will published 
the OUTLOOK FOR THE 
BLIND soon they are avail- 
able. The Dodd Company will file 
the negatives made for the Cleve- 

Department. Anyone desiring 
may have copies made from 
these. 


BOOK NEWS 


Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

Though the works now issuing from 
our various embossing presses are 
distinctly superior every way 
the output period freshly within 
the memory many who still 
refuse called old, there seldom 
anything the shape literary 
Lachine disturb the placid flow 
the stream. From time time, how- 
ever, slight ripple perceptible, 
indicating the presence hidden 
rocks, reefs shoals (V. “If Winter 
Comes,” Howe Society, 
Cleveland, Ohio), while only once 
very long cruise does the explorer 
actually see genuine breakers ahead. 

now glimpse such excitement 
and prepare heave to, lower boat 
and take soundings before resuming 
our voyage, after charting the coral 
reef thus suddenly barring our prog- 
ress. 

Paris the last place one would 
expect the centre flourish- 
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ing publishing business English 
Braille—and yet such the fact. The 
Permanent Blind Relief War Fund 
(President, William Cromwell, New 
York), now putting out works 
English and using both grades 
Braille, namely, One and Half and 
Two. This fact alone would, how- 
ever, constitute merely ripple the 
face the waters and would call for 
more than casual notice. But the 
quality this English output from 
the French press distinctly excit- 
ing. What you think, 
reader the “Americo-Best-spew- 
chee” fiction the day, when you 
see real book put under the fingers 
the blind? What you say 
Knut Hamsun’s “Growth the 

not too much say that the 
publication this masterpiece real 
Realism personally divide Realism 
literature into and 
marks epoch printing for the 
blind. the outward and visible 
proof that we, like St. Paul, have 
grown up, have put away childish 
things, and have taken eating meat 
—instead soft boiled eggs, French 
toast, floating-island 
washed down with the weakest 
weak tea. One begins now believe 
that are almost ready for Samuel 
Butler’s “Way All Flesh.” When 
this last work dotted can say 
with truth that our maturity thing 
capable demonstration and not 
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mere theory like Relativity. 
Those who love good writing, 
and who welcome genuine Realism 
with its clear-cut lines and definite 
black-and-white steel engraving 
—we extend sincere and enthusias- 
tic vote thanks our Paris friends 
for giving “The Growth the 
Soil,” one the greatest books since 
Hardy’s Tess. 

our last box books from the 
Fund noticed also Frederick 
O’Brien’s “Mystic Isles the South 
delightful canvas flooded 
with the glorious sunshine Tahitian 
skies; Maud Diver’s “Captain Des- 
mond, C.”—a rattling story; 
old favorite; and, agreeable surprise! 
“Short Story Writing,” Charles 
Barrett. 

During the past few years have 
had numerous inquiries from blind 
the art short story writing could 
procured. Mr. Barrett’s work will 
give these chasers the will-o’-the- 
wisp literary fame inkling 
whether they are likely sink 
the swamp find islet real 
terra firma upon which stand up- 
right with “head though bloody yet 


unbowed.” 
All things considered, the late ar- 


rivals the haven our shelves 
are among the most welcome visitors 
have had for many day. 
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